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To the 


S' G. B. Knight. 
SIR, 


on Religious principles; aud amidſt 
the _—_— Alterations of the 
World's Scene ( on whichyou have &- 
fed the ſuffering part) meſt con- 
Rlantwnto the Truth ; your Hegven= 


RIGHT WORSHIPFULLY 


age I the wheeling motions ' 
= of our late changes] havg 7 
Ke) Oh, [il obſervd you to beHo- | 

mo quadratus,one whoſe |: 
| Baſis hath been firmly grounded pe 


bore Soul ne dekeg theſe ſubluna+ | 
'” i 


| 


4 Tus EyrisTLE, 
bf rymutations with an eye of Faith fixt 
| upon Eternity. | 
Having therefore composd this 
| Treatiſe, The birth of a Day 3 
' brought forth by the midwifery of 
| ' ſomeweeks ſtudies, [no ſooner thought 
| of ſeeking a Patron for it, then of 
i choofing Y our felf ; whoſe Expert- 
ence (/ knew well) could fully at- 
! Feft the Victſstrudesof all Humane 
£! things, and whoſe |udgement did 
elearly diſcern their ſeverall Cau- | 
les, as having already applyd them 
' home in their ſacred Ules. 
F ' Andtherather, S', do Tmake bold 
here to inſcribe Y our name, that I | 
may ereft, 'if but a fraall Monu- | 


ment 


A 


S 
a7 
» 
- 


Tarr EytsTLu. 
ment of Thankfulnefſe unto you } 
for ſundry Fayours ; and let you 
that T eye not Greatnefle ſo much as 
Goodneſle for the fitteſt Patron, 
The former of theſe having much | 
of V iciſfsitude #© it, being Aura tu- | 

actor, more fleeting then the Air; | 

t the later of duration, being Aire | 
perennior, more durable then Braſs. 1 
And a preater teſtimony of this | 
Goodneſle cannot be given, then |} 
your eminent and cheerfull faffer- \: 
ing, even the loſſe of All, your |} 
Conſtancy excepted in theOrtho- Jt 
dox Faith , which bath taught you | 
80 lock beyond the Inſtruments, wnto \ 
God the principall Agent, in bis ſo 1 

p | 


Het varwus IF 


” o 
y *- 
ws ? ; 
"I . 


i Tur EyjsrLE. 
Þ various and changeabledealings with 
EF 901, 4s to earthly things. | 
'F May theſe Lines then fland you 
in any ſtead, though to be only ( as 
\.,- Aaronand Hur were to Mo- 
17% fes ) ſome ſlay and ſupport to 
Your weak hands and feeble knees, 
itis enough, {4 th 
& .- For God who 45 richin mercy to 

\ . thoſe that call upon him, hath a Su. 
WW ficit for Y ou and Y ours,and will at 
I length make up all.your loſles (if you 
{| 2 faint not #nder them ) out.of his own 
|  choiceſt) treaſure of happineſle , 
| whichno:ſon of violence ſhall be a- 
E ble fo force from You; | fance.you bave 
't ſuferdgs a Chriſtiannithundaun-: 
==. ; Hed 


- 


- Tux EyrisTLm * % 
ted Fortitude and Patience ell \F 
| ing inyour ſelf that you have in hea- Þ 
08 | vena better and an enduring Sub- 
as | ſtance. 

o- | And now,Sir, | commend your 


to VVorthy ſelf with ET 20.1%. Nt 
S, | tuous Lady, and your hopeful | 


| ( as well as namerous ) branche. 
to] es, unto God and the = of his: 
f. | Grage : . nothing doubting but that : 
at | He, who by the band of his provi- 
| . dence-hath the turning about of this? 
n| great Globe of the World, will al: | 
» | ſo roxaipws, in his good time, turn all V} 
-| to bis Churches good : - and as he is. 
el able every day to build you up more; 


-| and more in your Holy Faith ; [0] 
44 lke-Þ 
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© Tyr Eeroray. 

Whikewiſe he will do it, and. grove You 
| an abiding inheritance among them 
# that are ſandtified. Which" is the 
4 _—_— of him who eſteems it an 


** Honour to be, 


vir, 
Your faichfully 
devoted ſervant, 


Fobn Robinſon. 


Y To his friend upon this Treatiſe 


of VicisSITUDEs. 


JLike thy Subje;friend,for here I ſee 

An abſtraQ: of Divine Philoſophy. 
| » An Art beyqnd;the Stagiritesy that ſhows 
| A reaſon for all humaneebbs and flows. 
I ſeethou halt read o're this Chengeling Age, 
And ſe th' Errata down in eye Pros 
He that in L#c:4z quarrelPd with his fate, 
And complemented Death at any rate, 
Becauſe beſaw geFnange of lowers appear 
In Natures Garden,might be furniſh'd here. 
Man'stheCompendinum of theWorld:His mind 
A. Weather-cock that tums with every Wind. 
His body a Riyer which glides away 
In a continuall flux, and finds np ftay 
Art all on earth. And what's his glonous 

crain? 

A Moon-like vanity with full and wain, 
The morning paints him in a Scarlet Robe : 
Art nighthe ſhrinks into as poor as ob. 
Thus none can tell the [ſec of a Day. 
The Golden head Rands but on Feet of Clay, 
States, Kings, & Kingdoms roo,daily do reele, 
|  Totter and tumble down atlatt. O #heele / 
O Providence ! 'Tisthis we muſt admire; 
"Tis this that muſt accompliſh our defire. 
"Tis this muſt fix us in the Cryſtall Spheare) 
Where not a (hew of change ſhall once ap- 


Ar , 1 Per.1.4 a 

Where nothing (hall be able to putil down, & 
Or pluck usfrom - Amarantine Evo, | 4 
6 5 2 


Tothe AuTHoO Rk, 


Pples of Gold in Silyer pitures ſet, 

And your Vici/ſutudes are aptly met, 
They're now a word in ſeaſon, and deſcry _ 
The whirlings to and fro of Monarchy, 

Of Srates, Deſcents, yea private men andall, 

Toſs'd up & down here like ſomeTernniſ-ball, 

Who readsthemo're, and marks and minds 
the times, 

May lay, He wel may feare a fallthat climbs | 

Then let the Pulpit , Pen, & Preſs till ſay, | 

No mortall knows the birth of one ſhort day. | 


G, Tt, 


To the READER 
by R. ]. 


WHat ſays Copernicss, thatth* earth runs 
round > 

We egrantit now, for neyer were there tound 

Suchtopſey-turvey turnings as here be, 

_ Whereall things {peak out mutability, 

Look further yet, and then within thine eye 

Its ſeverall cauſes do preſented lye. 

Qaly the moving cauſe, our ſin, you'l fiad 

Moves not at all, ſo hardnedis our mind; 

This Achan troubles us: Oh! here's our Hell: 

And could we turn from this all would be wel. 

For'tis not alwayes dark, ſee where in fight 

Comes day-break in for to relieve the night. 
Live then a while by faith;It's Geds decree 

Ta deal forth earthly things unſeadily- 
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The Azaly js of it, ſetting briefly 
before you 


'T Whitthis Viciflitude is. 
h Eminent places of $cripture. 


| ſ 
| | { Jrawnout 
; 2; | inlengtly,as | 
| | | rPolitick —_— 
= #7 | Eftates [Cc IES, OT 
and'Ge- 
vern- 
- ments; 


| whether 


| > Pantilies or deſeettts; 


i 2 Particular{ Minds. 
Perſons ; | 
| ' conſidered « Bodies. 


their | : 
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anew eden end. 


{FiAtitious, or ſuppoſed only, as3 porute. 
ſ | 


1 Their 
Efficient5 
cauſes; 
which 
are 


wr: {glory by the 


— 


{1 Principall, 
God. 


ſ 


I Impullaye, Sin, 


oY {'t The motion 

[2 Lf and influence 
rae, \ NY of the heayen- 
this is mentall. ly bodies, 

[ ſen [o Thewillof 


ſ 


man, 


2 Their x Inreſpe& of ſy bis Power, 


yances his own 


2 his Ttnth, 


3 his Wiſdome 
and Goodneſs. 


attributes, of y 


F Ia reſpe& of (*. ©2 confirm our 
bs aad theſe ith 


oh 2 to reform our 
lives, 


4 The 


Sa reuneP, PETIT TICS. IIA Our. 


frT a from the 
of row Wathd> which is ſ6 une, 


ſ 

| x Our preſent great- 
i nefſe would never 
faile us, or, 


HI. 


| 


þ2To take us 
| off from pri- 

ding it aboye 
esof 1 our ren 
chem: I; when weare} 
and they ina yur” | 
are rous re : 

5 tat; [2 The goodnefle of 
a5 if either our cauſe or Perſons 
were to be certainly 
| meaſured by. the un+ 
certain rule of ſuc- 


| | proſperity 
EY y things. 


he 
_—} - 


"Tok us from Sethe” in afi af- 
; Cd condo > xercing 
» our faith and paticfce, 


Ad Amicum ſuum in tr. Fatum bunc 
de rerum humanarum viciſ1itudine. 


us divinz quiſquis {crutabere mentis, 
Ec miranda ftupes tempora; tolle, lege- 

Imperia atq; urbes, & c#tera pompa ſecundz 
Fortunz adyerſas hic ſubiere yices. 

Non ſua ſubje&tum late diffuſa per orbem 
Arma Macedenias qui celebravit opes, 

Nectua Ceſarco quz gaudes ſanguine Roma 
Tutam 3 fatali te rapuere die. 

Erquam mcofta gravem fſenfit gens Angla 

ruinam, 

Vidir, & admonuit ſera, ſed una, dies. 

Siſte, ſuperbe1gicur, ſuadenrt oracula;Neſcis 
Quid yehat adyerſi mox paritura dies, 


E. G. 


Miſtakes. 


Pay, 10, line 12, for, from z him , read from bim ; 
pag, 23. 1.1 1,after"ſhcepfold, inſert (But the dungbill) 
per. 9, 4, laſt: for this, read rbus, 


Prov.27.yer.1, andlaſtbranchofit. 
For thou hnow'ſt not what a Day may bring forth. 


The whole Verſe runs thns ; 
Boaſt not of to Morrow ; for thow know'ft not 
what a Day way bring forth. 


G7 [and Proverbs, and his Songs werea 
FICLD thouſand ard five. 
Now a Proyerbis a ſpeech ofan Abſolute and 
Independent nature, For which cauſe I ſhall nor 
* look back upon it as any ways Relative but as 
ſanding by it ſelf upen its own account, 

And in this Proyerb two generall chings are 
conſiderable, | 

1, AProhibition, Boaſ# not of to marrow, [1 

ID. AReaſon of it, For thou noweſt not, co |; | 

And in the Reaſon there are chree Particulars \ 
obſeryable. : 

x, The Birth : And this is impliedinthe rela» 
tive Ruid, which hath alwayes an Aliquid it 
relates unto, viz. ſome good or evil ta be de» 
liver's of. 

2. 200 Parent that brings it forth : And this 
is A Day, or eyery particular peritds remperis 1% 
day, For as Truthis the daugh- ftis, 4ul. Gel. if 

ter of Time;ſoalſo is Falſhood, Ne. Attic, tib. 
It is Tyne that brings forth - xMtap.1 . : 
| itths 


The Birth of a Day, or, 
Births that are diyerſly ſhapen, both good and 
evill, ftraic and crooked, beautifull and defer- 
med, perfectly membred and monſtrous, Our 
Gaxetts and Dinrnals can ſatisfie us thus far. 

3, The Perſons that do ignorancly gaze 
afrerthe Birth : And they are every many Ti 
homo, Andifit be ask'd then Who doth know 
K; it is anſwered, Only cx Domine. For ſecret 
things belong to the Lord, fayes Moſes: And fu- 
eure things are thofe ſecrets that God hath kepr 
lock'd up from us in his own Boſome ; He on 
knowing them a parte ante, we but a partep»ſF: 
Fort as Bildadſays, ſo may we, Heſterni ſumas, 
That we are but Yeſterdayes off -ſpring and k now 
zothing ,no,not ſo much as the iſſue of one Day, 
whatit will produce. Thou Know'ſt not what a 
Day may bring forth, 


And here I fhall begin with the laſt ef the 
three, viz, The perſons that do ignorantly gaze- 
afcer the Binh ; Andthey are Every man ; 7 
homo. And the rather becauſe it is firſt inthe 
Textz and comprehenfve of the reſt, The-ſub- 
Rance Whereof Iſhall hold out unto you in two 
Propofitions, i a, 

1, Thatno man can tell the Future Eyent of 
things,no not fora day: andthis comes to paſle 
| fromthe great viciſſirude and unconſtancy of all. 

world/f<hings. Or elſe ,if I may butrake inthis 
—_—_— the Propofition, then I ſhall runir 
cnus z 

That there is ſuch a Vicifficude and Incon- 
Raney in all Sy things, as that a man 
ean have no aflurance ot them, no not for a day, 
We know not what a Day may bring forth, - 


a Treatiſe of urſſtude, 

For inthe great Houſe of the World there be 
three Roomes; whereof the upper and lower 
have no change, nor ſhadow of change, the one 
being full of eternall Glory, the other of Tor- 
ment; only thismiddle-mott is flPd with no- 
thing bur Inſtability, 

2, That it is God alone knows all future 
things, For this word T hos is here fenen, 
ter, with an Emphaſis upon it : Thos know'ſt 
zot, Asifhe had ſaid, Though the Knowledge 
of all Contingencies be hid from Man, yet are 
they known to Ged as if they were preſent-For 
| which cauſe God hath his Name from the pre- J 
| ſent, am that I ams;there being with him neither Exod, 1. 
| time paſt,nortime to ceme,but all being preſent, 31% 77 
| Firſt then for the former of the two, Ut 

Now for the orderly handling of this, _ 
may give {omeſtays and refts to your memaries, we” * 
I ſhall lay before you theſe five things, | $o 
' 7, Whatthis Viciſſitude is- | $203 

2, Thatthere js ſuch a Viciflcude, Me » 

3, The Efficient Cauſes of ir. wv 

4+ The Ends or Final Cauſes of it, 

5. TheUſes of it, 


: | 

The firſt thing then is, @«id /it, 

Where know that by VER here I do not 6 | ' 
underſtand ſuch a mutation as is the utter anni- ''; 
hilation of the Creatures Eflence and Being be- , 

k 
| 
| 
| 
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cauſe God having made all things, doth not ut- 
terly deſtroy any thing that he hath made, ac- T3; 
cording to Thar of S, .Faw/ x Cor, 7, 33. The 

aſhion of the world paſſes away, (fi- 
fura mundi,non naturasas Arectins 


glofſes it; )' But ſuch a one as doth 


Aretiut in 
locum, - 


only 


- OM} f E Dnbioettion, wn ns 6 
RY 


9. 


4 l 
Li 


"23% The Birth of « Day, or 
only alter it in its preſent eftate and conditioh ; 
this particular eſtate and condition of a thing 
being the proper obje& of Viciſſicude. Neither 
is it againevery mutation of a things particular 
eſtate and conditienthat is the proper objec of 
Vicifſirude, but only ſuch a mutatian as is reci- - 
procall: ie, ſuch a change, as hath like the Sea 
its Flaxus and Refluxus, its Ebbingsand Flows 
ingsfrom one eftate to another, And this too 
we do not underſtand in a Morall, but in a Na- 
turall way, For there may be a Morall change 
from good to evil, and back again from evil to 
good, which yet we cannot call by the name of 
iOfltude, But che Viciſſicude here ſpoken of is 
only in Naturall and Worldly chings, which 
have ſucha circular motion here, and are ſo un- 
. conſtant in ic , as thatthere can be no Inſurance 
ade of them in this great Exchange of the 
orld, becauſe we know not concerning them 
what a day may bring forth, And ſo much for 
the firſt thing. 
2 The ſecond is the Demonſtration of this 
Truth, That there is ſuch a Vicifhrude, 
And this I ſhall do,Firſt, by exprefle places of 
Scripture. Secondly, by ſome Inſtances of it, 
Firſt, by ſome _ places of 'Scripture, 
>; dere erachyr ” a good aglag,_oele- 
f1ajtesF,14,19t OF Fro perity be Joy Wi prub 
1n the day of jp van > con/1der. Ale thing 
we are to conhider of is, That God hath ſet the 
ang 0ver againſt the other, His meaning iT hat 
God hath ordered things here with a greatideal 
of change and variety ; Asthat he hath ſer Pro- 
ſperity over againſt Adverfity, and again, Ad- 
yerfity oyer againſt Profpericy, eycn 2s ere 
an 
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which being changed on the 
ſuddain, ſome new matter is pre- 
{ently preſented to the eyeso 
the SpeRatours. And S, James 


again to the ſame 5 90 Cap. 4,ver [1 . & 14. ha 


Go to, &c, The ſpeech i 


lunary things is ſs turning, that 


tell what turn (hell be on the morrow, That as -_— 4 


$a Pt * 


the Sciipture layes of *Shebna, 
That God ſhould turn androfſe 
him like a Ball : ſo are all out- 
wardchingsturn'd androſs'd up 
- /and down by the Racket of 
w Gods Power, and Providence, 


even'as a man rackets a ball to 
& fre one place to anather, 
Secandly,T ſhall demonſtrate 


by ſeverall inftances, And 
emethinksI couid with wich 
(ag Joromgthat I were nowinthe 


x. op of ſuch a Wacch-rower.thar 
- I mightdifcoyerunto you the ru- 


* . ines andalterations of allchings 
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E: aTreatiſe of Viciſſundg 
$:: and Darknefle, to ſucceed each other b 
x ſtant intercourile: To the end, ſay t 
ſhould find nothing after him : i, e. that fo by this \| 
interchangeable dealing of God,no man ſhould L 
be able to find our infallibly what his after e- +- © 
ſtare ſhall be inthis world, whether happy or 
elſe miſerable, Again conſult that of S. Paxl 
I Cor. 7, 31, where the world pidetar bic allu- 
andall things init are compa- fiſe ad Scenas, in 
red to a Scene in a Comedy, quibus aules 


F dunt faciem. 


is Ironical)y as deriding am fa 
thoſe whothink all things here below v0 be of a =, Cr 
ftanding nature : when as the wheel of all ſub- _ | 


þ _—— 


a con- 


$ he, that man 


momento 


C - 
(414 Nonam mn. 


Calvin.indocam, Nemo off © 


2 Man Cannot polliceris 


eſt. 
Huic affine eft is "1a. 
lud ber. 32, 2h, 
Enimyers,dii nes | 
quaſb pil1s, bom* 

nes babes. Plaut. 

In Caps. S608 In 


0 þ prſſemus in 
talem iſcender 


ſoeculan, ut to= 


thg Orbis offen+ 
derem rumas, 
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. 1, The Birth of a Day, or, | 
in theworld, fromthe beginning of the Creation 
to this day ; and preſent this lively to your eyes, 
which I am fain to do now only to your minds .. 
and underſtandings; that ſo I might be able to 
{ay with the yen David,Plal, 46, $8, Come 
and behold the works of the Lord, what deſola- 


tions, fo what changes and alterations, he hath 
wroutht in the world For one generation, ſays 
* the Preacher, is paſſizg away,and another comes ; 


| neither is there any thing here ſo fix'd, that it 
—Ifa.56.laſt. can ſay of it (elf as the falſe Prophets did, Eric 
'R wood ficut hodies ſic (7 cras, To morrow ſhall be with 
is me as thu day ; Since no man knows what a day 
 '& may@Þring forth. Now this I ſhall bold out unto 
you in a threefold reſpect, that ye may be the 
more afte&edwith it. 
Firſty in relation to Politick Eltaresand Go- 
vernments, 
Secondly, .to continued Families, or Races 
of menthatare lineally ſucceſſive for Name and 
Greatneſle. | 
Thirdly, to particular Perſons, 
+ Tn all whichif I be more hifſtoricall then o- 
'therwiſe I would, it mutt be imputed to the pre- 
fent SubjeRt, which is of that nature, andre- . 
"quires it of me. | 
Firft then I ſhall conſider it in relation, to 
Politick Eſtates and Goyernments: whether we 
conſider them either as drawn out in length in 
Monarchies; or elſe as dra wa up ſhort inCi- 
ties, which are nothing elſe bur Empires epigo» 
| mize, or Republicks bound up in a lefler Yh-". 
OE chen 1 ſhalldemonſiraterk 4364 
ib, 4, de. © £1ttthen 1 thalldemonttratethis unto you 1” 
— - Monarchies, which Bogine tells us are mor ot” | 
{. c 


4 Treatiſe of Viciſſttnae. 


ze& to be divided, ( Unity being the great Pre- 
BH feryer of all things: ) 
and yet have theſe had) pjes, here, momentum e- 
as the Moon, not only wvertendis dominationibus 
their uicreaſe and full ſufficit, que adamenti- 
| light, but alſo their wain nis credebaatur radicibus 
and changes, and this je fundate, Sir Walt, 
ſome;imes in a moment, Rawl. prefacg our of Cy- 
That as in Muſick you fab. 
ſhall hear ſomerimes a 
ftring tun'd up to its #/trmwum potentiey as high as 
it will bear, andpreſently deprefled againto the 
| lowelt Key, and another eleyated, yer both of 
| them breathing bur light aires and of ſhort 
continuance: & may you ſee a Monarchy now 
wound up to the highelt pitch of Happineſs, and 
by and by let dewn a Kee hits. ond 


ain into the Jowelt meneum & occaſus I Deo 


| p:hs of miſery, This —— - phil. p 
the Lords doing, and it is " —_ de Comm 


marvellous in our eyes. 
And here I ſhall begia with thoſe Empires 
and Monarchies that were moſt famous among 

the reſt, 
"1 For how ſoon was the Aſſrian or Babyle- 
| nian Monarchy ſwallow'd up by the Porfanthe 
| Perſian by the Greek or Macedonian Em ire, 
andthe Gr:ek by the Roman? which the Pro- 
phet Daniel preſents unto us by the Gold, Silver, 
'Brafle and Iron whereof Nebuchadneziars [= 
mage conſiſted, Das. 2, 32, The diſſolution of 
One, as 1n nacura]l things, lo here, being (till the 
3. g£ocratjon of another; and again the ereRion 
TY 9fcbe Jacer being the deftruRion of rhe former 


And 


= 
durable then Popular States, becauſe lefſe ſobs 


I 


The Birth of a Day or 
L, Flor, in &- 
a of that, how it had both its 
Imperioram Tnfancy, Youth, Manhood, and 
nunc florer for= Oldage as it were by turnes, As 
tune,xync ſe its Infancy under King s,its Youth 
veſcie, nunc m*%- oder Conſuls, ics Manhood from 
— 1 oY the firſt Punick warre unto the 

_ O27 a__— Ceſar, and 
from that time 1tsO!d age under the ſucceeding 
Emperours ; untill a: length that ſolid Body 
wastorn aſunder by the (truglings of her own 
Children, into the Eaſtern and Weſtern Em- 


pires, whereof the former was ſoon eaten - out 
y the 7 wrks and Saracexs, and the later alſo 


fell away much after a little revolution of time, | 


by the falling off of divers Nations from her, 


each of which after they had pluck'd off their 


own feathers from the Roman Eagle, left her al- 
molt naked ; As the Franks and Burg nndians 
in France, the Gothsin Spain, the Normans and 
Lombards in Italy, together with the __ 
and Scots in Briar : untill atthe laſt caſt che 
Roman Monarchy began a little to recall her 
{elf into Germany, where ſhe hath held up (ince 
litcle morethen the bare name of the Empire, 
So that Viciffitude you ſee is the great Empreſſe 
ofthe world, unto whoſe unſtay'd dominion all 
earthly Powers and Principalities muſt be ſub- 
jeR, even thoſethat are of the firſt Magnitude, 
much more others that move in a lower Orbe, 
And of theſe I ſhall frngle out only three 
whuch I conceive moſt eminent, to be inftanc 


1g for this point. 
The firſt is Judea, whoſe geyernment ol 
oz 


And as for the Romane Monar- 
chy, their own Hiſtorian can tell. 


] 
( 
i 
l 
J 
; 
t 
[ 
] 
4 
0 
j 
v 
el 
C 
l 
h 
U 
E 
I 
a 
ſl 
is 
Cl 


oY © VUD Uh WU WW cm_rySy 


_ 


' light (he walk'd through darkneſſe; but Servants Laws 5eV« 
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Monarchically ſertled by God himſelf; yet how To _— 
oft did ſhe change her Lords and Maſters, yield- * © 
ing her ſelf as it were ſucceſſively firſt to the Pa- 
byloniany and after that to the Raman, Per ſtan 
Saracen, Chriſtiany «Eg yptian,and now to the 

Turkiſh power ? That as the * Poet ſpake of * Ovid. 
Troy, fuit Ilinm; lo may we of Fernſalem, 

her Metropolis, fuit Hieroſolyma, that Feruſa- 

lem was, She was great among the Nations, Or Lam, s, 
Domina Gentium, the Lady of the Nations, as 

the Vulgar Lat: reads it. But now, Nor fic ut 

olim, It hath not been with her for theſe many 
generations paſt as im former days, ( to uſe Jo's 
words in his twenty ninth chapter, ſecond and 
third verſes) when God preſerv'd her, when his 
Candle (hined upon her head, and when by that 


have ruled over her, arathere was none to deli- 
ver her out of ther kands. Which is a good le- 
Qure of Mutability to other Kingdomes and their 
Mother-cicies. oe I was once 2 holy 
and happy city, and had been happy Kill, had 
ſhe but continued holy ; but that failing, How 149-4 % 
i her Gold become dimme, how u her fine Gold 
chang*dinto Droſſe ! as ſhe complains her ſelf, 

The ſecond Example WER = | 
I produce here is Na- A *11ax the Rmpe- 

| rour was call'd Pils Fore 

ples, which we-may well , Ar avod Ethni- 
call the Ball of Provi- eager, 


dence: Andindeed ſo it Guy protection Crete. 


was,being bandyedfrom ys, Aurel, ViR.Bpitow, 
one Lord to another ten 


ſeyerall times, before it came -to lie ( as now it 
doth ) at the foot of Spain. For being a coun- 
tcey at fuſt diyerſly peopled, ic Was upon the - 
: vitiog 


"The Birth of a Day, or, 
viſion allotted to the Eaſtern Emperours, bur 
from them forc'd by the Almaisy and ſo ts the 
Greeks and Saracens, and then ſuccefſiyely hur- 
ried about to the Normans, Germans, French) 
Hungarians, Arragonoys, and fromthem to the 
Frenchagain ;till in the end the Spaniard ſeiſed 
upon it : and whether ic will continue long with 
him or no, is very uncertain ; eſpecially if we 
al remember how of late years a 
_— pay wor poor Fiſherman,( Maſſiello by 

oc Y name) ſnatch'd up the reines of 
P , Government from;him;& (had 
not God otherwiſe determined of that King= 
dome by infatuating that Muſhrome King ) for 
ought we know, he might have runne quite a- 


way with them, ſo ſlippery are all earthly King- 


domes! 
3, But not to look out any longer to other 


nations of Chr:/tendome, ( methinks ) we may. 


inſtance this belt by refle&ing upon our elves. 
Far you all know ( I fuppoie ) how the Romans, 
Saxoni, Danes and Normans had each of them 
their feverall and alternate dayes of Lordſhip 


ovet this Nation ; buc yet becauſe they did not 


Know in thoſe their days the things that be- 
long'd unto their Peace, how do we ſee the fha- 
dowsof the night (tretched out upon them, their 
Suns fer with us, and their daysſhutin! - | 
 _ The longeft day we read of was that in 7o- 

ſnahb*stime, wherein though the Sun Rood (hill 
1n Gibeon for the ſpace of a whole day, yet ſetix 


did at laſt. 5 LNG Ws > 
he day © mans was 
os Fad lengupon our Horizon, for 'the 
: Suga 95: their proſperity one 
© 
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here for the ſpace of four hundred years and 
more; Yer did icthengo down astous in this Na+ 
tion, and Darkneſle here now doth lie upon it. 
Aeain, the day of the 
Saxons continued five 


d LI" and up- 


hundre 
wards; 


at of theBaxes 


two hundred fitty five 


years 


or 


thereabouts- 


* So long they ryranni- 


Zed bere,burt reign'donly 
twenty fix under Ca- 
nute, Harold and Hardie 
Canute, 


And how long the day of the Normans hath 
lated every petty Almanack can tell us, I, and 
ifnone of theſe Suns come to riſe again within 
our Hemiſphere ( when the fins of this Nation 
are ripe, -and call for Gods fickle to cut them 


» down ) its beſide his ordinary rule 


hichuſually 


W 
runs out all humane thingsby a changeable Cir- 
cumference; for ſo Solomor tells us in his book 


of Eccleſiaſtes, T hat the Sun riſes, andthe Smn cygy, x, 


goes down,(7 haſteth to theplace where he aroſe. veil. x. 

Neither is thus all, that the Powers and Prin- 
cipalities on earth are upon a daily turn but as 
the Primum Mobile( you know ) carries about 
the other Spheres ; ſo do theſe carry about many 
other changes and alterations wich them: As 
pion, Laws, Liberties, Sciences, Cu- 


that of Rel 


ftoms and 


have 


ch like. Nay, even che Houſes of 
God, which before to violate was held a crime 
incxptable, yet are chey now upon fuch remoyey 
broken down without 
ſcruple; and the very 
Urns ofthe Dead, which 
been alwayes 
look'd upen as facred 
Cabinets to preſerve the 


bodies of Gods Saints in 


The beathen therefort 
did (uper(ctibe their Urns 
thas, Dids manibus Sa 
crum : And the Chriltis 
ats ſet Des Opt. Max, S4- 
crum upon their Tombes 
arid Graveſtones, 

B 2 for 


Þ 
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for Eternity, yet are thcy now broken up; and 

cheir Aſhes chrowa abouc ( ſuch isthe unterled- 

neſſe of all things here below ) even as the vi- 

leſt Duſt upon the face of th: earth. 

Beloved, ic hath been everchus upon the 
Res Deus ng- Converlion of {uch great bodies, 
firas catert citg- 30d it i510 hill : For never was. 
tas turbine ver- there any converſion in this 


- ſavit, Sen, in Land like to that our eyes have . 


4 byett, {een of late; That if any one 
ſhould have ſlepr but ſome few 


: eats Jaſt paſt ( as the Ancients 
anger. to _ of Epimenides ) and ſhould 
fingitar. have awaked again in theſe 


times, how would he wonder 
thoſe Rrange MMctamurphoſes that are how a- 
mong us, there being Nova rerum- facies, A 

new face of things both in 
I beard Mr Har- Chu:ch and State ! Inlomuch 
ding ſay, He ſought ( as Mr Harding {pake {ome- 
for Kee ini Rome ties of Rove, That he did 
and could not nd 8, .,.y Romam in Roma, 
her. Fuctin,bis A® That he did ſeck Rowe in 
L.-/ » *% Pif> Rome, and could not findit, ) 

«21, 

ſo may we ſay now, That we 
may quarere Angliam in Angliaz That we 
may now ſeek for old Eng/and in our new 
Enoland, and yer go without it, it is ſo much 
chang'd from what it was before, 

And as we have ſeen much ofthis already, {o 
who knows but we may cometo (ce a great 
more hereafter > Since we know not what 2 
Day may bring forth. Y 

Secondly,Neither is this true only in Empires 
ane Monatchies, but alſo in Citics - and their 
: ai 
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ular Governments. Eriam ſummis _—_—_ 

eft urbibus _ din, \ays the Moraliſt, 

this purpole tends that 

of the Authour to the Cain therefore ſayes Saint 

Hebrews, Heb. 13. I4, Augufiine , buile a city, 

We have here no abiding bur Abe} none, {ivites c- 

city, but we look for one went - a+ 

to come, whoſe founda- Lib. 15. de Civit. Det 

tion 1s in the heavens, _— 


There is then neCity on earth,nor any kind of 


Government in it that ever ftood vp*long in one 


poſture, none that ever was, or ſhall be abiding. 


Paſſe ye up to Calneh «nd ſee , ſaies the Prophet, 
i Amos 6. 2, and from hence 'oo to Hemath the 
Great, and [ to Gath ef the Philiſtins, So paſſe 
eup to Arhens, the eye of Greece for Knows= 
edge and humane Literature, and ſee, and from 
thence go to Romexthe head of the Weſtern Em- 
pirey and ſo come to Florence, the beauty of - 
zaly ; ( for I forbear to name more, Examples in 
this kinde being almoſt infinite ) in all which 
you may read this truth at large, 


And fir(t for Athens: How many changes of 


Governours and Governments did ſhe endure ? 
putting her ſelf off trom hereditary Kings to 
Archons, or Ariftocraticall Lords, whogovern'd 
firſt for terme of life, then decenmaally , and at- 
ter theſe.co Democraticall Rulers, 


Next for Rome ; . 

By Brennus King of the Gauls 
how ofc hath that pn Mundi ls Alaricus 
city been alter*d by King of the Goths An. Chriff, 
Gauls, Hunnes 4 1 ©. By Genlericus King of the 
Goths and Vandals * Vandals 447. &c, and by the 

Yea how ofc hath Duke of Bucbon An.15 27.vide 
the Government of plure in Bacholcer. chrono/, = 
B 3 it 


nd to Seneca, 


. 
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it been paſgd away from one hand to ano-' 


ther, 
It is myſtically repreſented to us Rev. 17, 3, 


by the Beaſt of feven _—__ is there in- - 


rerpreted by the ſeven Hills it 
1s built upongto be Rome: And 
according to the number of 
thoſe Hills, to ſo many ma- 
ſters did it ſubmir it ſelf, who 

had their ſeyerall curnes of fu- 
Vide Tacit. «d preme power and regiment 0- 
inttium biſ}. ver her ; as Kings, Conſuls, Di- 

ftators, Decemvirs , [ribunes, 

Emperoaus and Popes : under the 


Tdeo Jifla eff Ro- 
ma urbsSepticollis, 
Godwin Antiq. ib, 
IT, C4p, I. 


Downb. de An- Jaft of which I do not find thar. . 


rich, 16.1.6,4. 1t was eyer beſieged by auy that 
took it not ; ſuch ſtrange ebbings 
hath that Sea had experience of ! 

Laſt of all for Florexce, Ir is ſtrange to tell 
what various whirlings about that hath had in 
point of ſupreme rule and power, For at firſt 
the Nobility ruled ic in an Ariſtocraticall way. 
B.x a little after ſome Grandees among the peo- 
ple wreſted it to themlelyes 2: who being tired 
out with cantinuall quarrellings one with ano- 
ther. ( for the people were divided into three 
ranks ) the middle fort of them took upen them 
the management of the State, And thefe alſo 
falling quickly together by the eares, the third 
and lowelt fort became maſters of ic. Which 
holding not leng by reaſon of their mutual diſ- 

cords, they yield themſelves 

Vide Machiavils and the government of 
Hift, of Floxence, City unto Charles of Frapnce, 
| brother to Lewss the nn 
wAIO 
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who within a ſhort time being invited to the 
Kingdome of Naples, and leaving only Depu- 
ties at Florence, the Florentines return to their 
Popiſlar Goverament, and renew their civill 
warres among themſelyes. For redrefle whereof 
they ſend for the Duke. of Athens, andgive up 
allco him, But ſhortly they ſuppoſing themſelyes 
to be brought in bondage = to be deſpoiled of 
their hiberty by che fear of his guard, baniſh him 
the City, and within lefle then one years ſpace 
ſhake off his government over them, After 
which they come to an Ariſtocracie again, de- 
viling new Names and Officers for their Magi- 
ſtrates, and changing and rechanging them ſo 
' | oft, that ſometimes their State was no better or- 
'- der'd then if ir had beencommirted ro mad men 
or children without diſcretion, the city ſcarce 
ewenty yeares together keeping the ſame forme 
of State : bur as ſick men in feyers ( fays* Bodi- 
_ ) _ _- be _—_ 

veanow nicner, and by uid refert quod alibi 
and by thither, or from —_ -" " non ali- 
one bed toanother, as if us, locumyve mutdrit , 
the diſeaſe were in the cum non exuat egritadi- 
places where chey lay, nem? Lipfius de Conf, 
and not inthe intralls of Duecungue egrum tranſ 
their own bodies; ſo #aleris, ſecum morbum 
were the Florentines ſtill #awferer. Sen. Bpiſt.z7, 
turning their State, till 

they turnd it into the hands of the Medices, 
who now .hold it, A thing almoſt incredible 


*Lib.4.de | 
Rep.cap.I, 


( ſays he) did not their own Recorder leaye it 


recordedtopoſtericy, 
Bur in the ſecond place let us deſcend 
to Families or Races of men that are li- 
B 4 neally 


way 
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neally ſucceſſive for Name and Greatneſle- 
' And here let'me ask, where are thoſe 1lluſtri- 


ous Families cried up ſo much 


in former times, 


and famous in cheir generations ? 


Eight Maccabean Princes and Kings 
ſwayd the ſceprre of Jewry one afier 
another : So atſo did eleven Prolemies 
in Xgypr, vill the Romans made 
themſelves beires to it, 


The Zelzuccian Line or F amily gave 
Way 10 the Oguzian or O:roman Fa- 
my that now reigns : $0 did the Pa- 
[zologi after ſeven ſucceſſion'. 


As the Cou- 
ragious Fami- 
ly of the Mac- 
cabees in Few- 
r7, and of the 
Prolemzies in &- 


Ok ; _ 
ain,where 
is the Zelznc- 
cian Family'in 
the lefler 4- 
ſia, and the 


Imperiall Family of the Palzologi in Greece ? 


There were 21 Kings of this line in 
France one after another deſcended 
from Meroveus, Theſe yielded ro Pip» 
pin the firſt of the ſecond race, whoſe 
Lne ended in Ludovicis the fifth;and 
then came in the Capets, the preſent 
King being the thirtieth from Hugh 
C apet, atd of the F;ench bloud, 


The Name and Glory of the Planta- 
genets was (wallow'd up of the Tu- 
do: in Henry the ſeventh ,who mar- 
fied Elizabith the Heir of the York- 
ith Houſe. Heil. Geogr. 


That of the 
M-rrovignians 
in France ? 


Of the Plan- 
ragenets in Eng- 
lands with Mma- 
ny more of this 
rank I might 
name, did not 
the narow com- 


paſle of ſo ſmall a Treatiſe bound me? 
Tell me, is not theName and Greatneſle of 
theſe Families long fince expiredzthe Roots and 


Branches 


«. Alto _ two i; ww tbLd 
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Branches of them quite remoy'd, and others 


planted in their roomes? Examples of this ſorr 
are innumerable, as Elihu faiesin Job : He 


breaks in pieces mighty men without number ; _ 34. 


( fo mighty Families without cumber ) and ſers 
#p others in their ſtead, 

And as for ſuch Families as are of a lower 
forme, we need not go farre, fince our own 
knowledge here will lead usto continuall chan- 
gcs and alterations, 

For thou haſt ſeen it may be many Families 
heretofore in this Nation, brim full of earthly 
happinefle, and running over; and now 
thy ſecond yiew ofthem behold there is no Fick 
thing, but they are much alter'd, and running 
very low in the world, it notclean run out, 

So that proſperity ( you ſee ) was never yet 
ſo entail'd upon any Family, and the Heirs 
thereof, but within a lictle time ſome oneor 0- 
ther hath cut it off, | 

But laſt of all, if we look upon particu- 
lar perſons, this will appear nioſt evident; but 
eſpecially it we conſider them three wayes, In 
relpe& of ole Bodies, , Mitac, and Eſtates, 

Gregor AXIANLER AN Cx- ; 
_ * Mr of the twe former pro rg 
joyntly confider'd, which is this; 6 aps + 

Hyudis Ts 38 & ow ver wiver, de x : 
driideTou, x «NNANUS, X Wlv dvjels* buds int wids 
nuhbegos vi dv]? xa Sapis wivrerres, dC X; COUT) 
xal {uy ai; dv? *gierrhs 7% 4 llaniiferres. 5. c. 
We are not mixt creatures only, but alſo contra- 
ry both to others andour ſel yes: not continuing 
truly the ſame no not ſo, muchas one day; bur 


both in regard of our bodies and minds 
| or 
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perpetually flowing and perpetually changing. 

And we can inflance chis in all the 48. 
of our life, wherein by the ordinary courſe of 
natures we are firſt weak, and then Rrong, and 
after weak again, As in our Childhood we are 
then weak both in Body and Mind ; in our 


* Yeuths ſtrong in Body and weak in Mind; and 


Senes bis 


pucri, 


8 In his El 


- Fiſt, 


in-our Manhood Rrong in both ; but in our Old 
age ftrong in Mind and weak in Body ; and 
in our Decrepit,weak again in both, as we were 
in 6ur Childhood artthe firſt, * 

But to leaye this generall confideration of 
them, andtolook upon them now more diſtint- 
ly and ſeverally by themſelves, And firſt for 
the change of particular Perſons in regard: of 
their Bodies, 

And hereit istrue of them what Seneca af- 
firms) viz. That no man 15 the ſame to day, he 
was Yeſterday : Egoipſe ( ſays he ) dum hec lo- 

#07 mutar,, mutatus ſum, Our Bodies ( ſays 
fe) are like a River, which keeps nothing buc 
the bare name that was firſt giyen it; for as 
touching the preſent individual) matter which 
is the watry ſubſtance of it, this is alwayes 
trankent, and other comes into its room: And 
ſo it is with the Body of man, whichis alwayes 
recetving in new air and life, and yenting the 
former, Which makes David profefle of him- 
ſelf, that he wastoſs'd up and down like the 1lo- 
cult; and Job compare man for his bodily ſub- 
ſtance to a Flower that neyer continues in onEC 
liay, Job 14,2- For now we are ſtrong, 
by and by weak ; now beautifull, and preſent- 
ly deformed, A little Fit of the Feaver, Small 
Pox, or the like, alters us ſo, as if we wee 
n 
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not the ſame men we were before;inſomuch that 


we hear ſome ſpeaking thus unto us, ----- Hes ovid. /+ 


quantum mutatus ab illo) Alas, haw hath this 
ht aleer'd you from what you were in your 
health ! for how are your lips grown pallid, 
your cheeks diſcolour'd, your eyes ſunck into 
their holes,and your face quite disfigur'd! And 0+ 
thers there be of our acquaintance that like 


Jobs three friends do lift up their eyes afarre off, 3®Þ 7+ 12+ 


and know us not ; ſo much are we chang'd in 
relpe&t of our Bodies ! 

ut ſecondly, Let us conſider it alſo in re- 
ſpe& of mens minds. 

And here ( to ſay ; | 
nothing of a morall Rebus cuntFi9 ine quz- 
change» which is obyi- dam velus Orbizgus quem- 
ous eyery where ) as 0n 4dmedum tempork vices, 
the one fide we find #4 & Moran pores 
nothing More notable # * Tx&it Anna), lb. 
Duinquennio Neronis , 
then the firſt five years of Nero's Reigne, and 
more excellent then his Youch; Yer afterwads 
having well tatted the ſweet 
nel of Sovyeraignty, he be- Bodin. de Yep. 
came ( ſays one ) the moſt de- lib. 4. capug, 
 teltable Tyrant that ever was: | 
And ſo allo of Herod the Great Phit#*1ays, 
that he reign'd fix years as a good and juſt 
Prince, preſenting the Prot«/is of his Reign 
with a large Fringe of Goodneſſe abour it 3 ( 2s 
Joaz, Amazias, and Oztias did ) but as for 
the Cateffrophe of it, that was very ſad and 
fearfull- So on the other fide, we find Manaſ- 
feb and Paul ſoaking the forepart of their 
lives in blood, being no better at furſt _ 

ere 


* the: 
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: Nero was at the {aft,eveh a piece 
Lutum ſanguine of clay temper'd with bloud 3; 
commixtum. $1- yet was their end like the end 
eron. in vits. of Davids good man, T he end 

of that man ispeace,Plal,37.37- 

But to wave theſe, ( whereof much might be 
ſaid, did it not quite lye out of my road I am 
now in.) and to infilt only upon the changea- 
blenefle that doth naturally adhere to the Mind 
of man, | 

Now tell me, if any thing in the world may 
be ſaid to be more moyeable then the Mind of 
man, 

Ir 1s a ſpirituall ſubſtance, and ſo is alwayes 
moving (though inſenfibly ) from one thing 
unto another, never reſting , . untill at laſt 

T | like Noah's doye it be caken 
Talis eft mens cam into the Heavenly Ark, S, 
pennas ' dcceperit. Chryſoſtome theretore com- 
Howil. 22, ad pares it to a Bird which flies 
Hebrz0s. in a moment of- time over 


mountains and hills, over ſeas ' 


and rocks, without any hindrance : for now 
x t$upon the loweſt Shrub, and preſently upon 
heſt branch of the talleſt Cedar 3 now 
upen heavenly, and within the twinkling of 
an wes op earthly things ; now at Dar,and 
in a tricWat Beerſheba; now at one part ot tne 
earth, and then at anocher; for ſometimes it is 
loring after Principalities and Powers, and ſÞi- 
rituall Wiciedneſſes in high places, as the A» 
poltle ſpeaks, then after Riches, and by and by 
ater Pleaftires; now rejoycing, and then” ſor- 
rowing ; now quiered, and immediately trou- 
bled, and as ſoon pacified again ;. now ho- 


, 
at. Ms «. 4 ax Aa 4 «= «© do _ #& cas 


ping 4 
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ping, and ſtraightway fearing thoſe hopes ; E 
now loving, and then hating what it loved be- 
fore: Sic omnia mutabilitati ſubjacent ( (aies ; 
Saint Auguſtine.) Thus do all things lie down 1 hisfes + 
uuder mutability } And | —— q 
ic amazed Saint Bernard 1Ulud ſupre medum flu- TT 
. much to confider how pendum, quod ſub codem 

in the ſame moment of moments contrariis affe- 
time his mind was not @fibus difirabor; Bern. do- 
only diyerſly, but like- 9. dom.c,64.ubi plura, 
wile contrarily 'affeed, | 

and asSit were pull'd a pieces betwixt love and 
hatred, joy and ſorrow, fear and hope, having 

as many yasieties of affeftions within him", as 
there were divyerfities of things in the world for 
them to hight upon, 

So that you ſee how the ſeverall Paſſions of 
our Minds do in a breath,and with the turning 
of a hand Reere divers wayes, firſt looking 
ene way andthen another, according as they 
are wheeled about with the motions of outward 

ntingencies, 

But in the laſt place we ſhall adde unto the 
former the great changes that particular rggen are 
ſubje& to in' regard of 
their ourward Eſtates Habet ſues v 
and Fortunes, For the mortatium, ut | a ex 
condition of Mortals ſecundis, ex iti- 
(fays a heathen man ) dem ſecunda naſcantur., 
hath its turnes and re- Plin. jun. in bis. Panes 
turnes, both of Proſpe- &7-#9 Trajan, 
rity and Adverſity, ; 

tas m a military skirmifh there be ſome 

come up to diſcharge, while others fall eff: ſo 
5 icinthe World's Militia, 

| One 


tis 


Eceleſiiſt, 
* Cap. 4.ver, 
14. 
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One ' there is thatis raid out of the Duſt te ſir 
among Princes: whereas there is another that is 
flung down from the pinnacle of worldly joy 
and proſperity, and tated, as Job was, upon the 
Dunghil], And this doth the Preacher tell us 
among the reſt of thoſe changes that fell under 
his obſervation, 7 hat one comes out of Priſon to 
reign, (as Queen Elizabeth did ou of the Tow- 
er to the Throne ) whereas alſs there is he that 

1s born in his Kingdome and be=- 
"Erxay BariArt- Comes very poor ; (as our Hen 
x3 pag. 110. ry the third was, while he lived 
fomctimes ontheChurches Alms.) 
God hath appointed us(faith 
$: Walr,Rawl.iz one well ) all ou partsto play, 
Pref. to bis hiſt, and hath not in theif difiri- 
of the world. bution been either ſpare-htand- 
ed ro the meaneſt, nor yet 

pantialt to the greateſt, 


He gave Cains Marnms ar firkt the part of a * 
Carpemers fonne , but afterwards the part of 


one that was ſeven times Conſul, So alfo 
Agathocles the part of a Potters ſ6n at the firſt, 
but afterwards of the King of Sicily, 

So alſo on the other hde Dares playd the 
par.one while of the greateft Emperonr, atid 
anotheztime of the moſt miſcrable Beggar, beg- 
gingbita lit:le water co quench the drought of 
Death. And Bajazet playd the Grand Signior 
In the morning, bur in the eyerting (tood for 
Tamerlains footſtool. ay 

And Jane Shore, Edwardthe fourths Minion, 
as now 48 Miſtrefſe of a ſtately Paſlace, and 
2 littte after dies in a dirch for want of a houſe; 


hers 


and ( as he ſaid of [carus ) fo may we of 
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her, that --------- Nomina fecit aquis, ſhe gave 
name to the place where ſhe died, it being call'd 
from her Shore-diuch to thisday. 

But I forbear, fince there is enough recorded 
for'our uſe in the facred Scriptures to this purpole; 


where we find an example of the one in David, Pal, 78. 
who ſayes that God rook him from following ** 


the Ewes with young, and ſet himupon the 
Throne ; there to feed ( as he ſays) Jacob his 


foeples and Iſrael his inheritance. And *qgo the. os aghall* 


ower Yet, not only from the ſheepfol d, 
he ſays Pal. 113.7. and 8 yerſes; God takes 
the poor out of the Duſt, and the needy out of 
the Dunghill : That he may ſet him among 
Princes, even with the Princes 

of his people.” Now more vile Sterquilinis aþ- 
and comemprible then the Duſt jeftior, Eralm, 
wetread upon, which the leaſt Ad2g, pag, 110. 
breath of wind commands any 

way, orthen the worft of duft which is that 
of the Dunghill, we cannot be ; yet theſ® 


| are they { fays the Pſalmiſt ) whom he fers 


among Princes, eyen with the Princes of his 


e 
An example of the other 
we haye in AO , Lang _ re- 
2 Mac, 9. 9, who was ſo bu plerumgue ſecun- 
fill'd: Pride through the 4s, Ovid. 6b. 2, de 
ranknefſe of his Proſperity, Ar. Amandi, 
" that he thought he mighr 
command the Sea, ( ſo proud was he, ſayes the 
Text, beyend the condicion of man.) and fur- 
ther, that he could weigh the Mountains in 
2 ballance, and reach up to the Rarres 'oE 
heayen:' Yer by and by is his combe cut, _ 
| 1s 


-/ 
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his Glory worm-caten, and none able to endure 
him for the filthinefle of his ſmell. 

Adde to this the example of Ba/thazar, Dan. 
$. 5. who was now carovfing in the conſecrated 
Veſlelsthat Nebuchadnezzar his Grandfather 
had plundred the Femple of and Houſe of God 
at ety 9-10 you may ſee 2 Kings chap,laft. 
But in the ſame hour ( ſaies the Text ) came ove 
the hand-writing of the wall againft himz\ and 
chen was the Kings countenance chang'd, his 
thoughts troubled, the jointsof his loynes loof- 
ed,and his Kingdome given away to the Medes 
and Perſians, 

Thus are we for outward things like ſo many 
Counters, which and one while for a pound, 
and another for a penny, | 

That as we ſee commonly in High-wayes, 
where one man hath ſet his foot, another pre- 
ſently follows him and treads 1t out again ; 1o is 

it uſually, That if one man 
Nunc ager #mbreni beat out an Honour: er 
ſub nomizc, nuper 0- Eſtate to himſelf, - another 
«tl; : comes after and treads out 
Dittus, ſed nullipre- that impreſſions and whoſe 
prius--- Morat,ſerw. {hall benexc there is no 
tb, 2, Satyr. 2. man knows, Nay Lucas » 
pſa vices natura ſubit-==+» 
Even the whole courſe of' nature runs about 
in acircular motion 3 Our Bodies, Minds, -and 
outward felicities, whatſoever we are, or whats 
ſoever we haves are all ſubjet to change in, 
ſuch wiſey that we can have no aflurance »of 
them, no not fora day, We know not-whata 
Day may bring forth, 2 FH 

And ſo much for the demonſration: of thie 

erutnNg 


The next thing is the Efficient Cauſes of ic, 


For we never know 
any thing throughly 
( ſaysthe Philoſopher ) 
untill we know the Cau- 
ſes of it, 
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truth viz, That there is ſuch a Viciſſicude. 


3 
Scire eff per 
ſcire, Aiift, 
c3p.3. 


cauſan 
pbyſ. 2. 


| Now in ſpeaking to this, T ſhall proceed 
fiirtt, negatively ; ſecondly, affirmatiyely, 

Firſt, Negatively, in ſhewing what have 
been thought to be the cauſes of all Changes 
and Alterations, yer are not ſo indeed, And 
here the Epricures and 


vulgar Heathen haye 
thought Fortuxe to be 
the cauſe of them ; And 


Sors omni verſa 2 
Virgil. Bucolic, Eg- 
log. 9. 


they define it thus, to 
be An Event of things wit hout Reaſon, 

But how unreaſon- $gj eventurs nulle cauſt- + 
able itisto ſay that an yup comnexione produtft, 
Event of things without ceſum eſſe defnias, nibil 
a Caufe, ſhould be the emnino caſ# eſſe confirm. 
Cauſe of all Events, Boer. de conſol. philes, 
judge ye.  b. 5. proſ.r, 

For it was only the ignorance of the true 
Cauſes that made the name of Fortune ; 
there being nothing fortuitous in it ſelf, but 0n- 
ly to us andour ignorance; fince the power and 
providence of God hath the ordering and' diſ- 
poſing of all things here below, And this did 
the wiſer ſort among them confefle, as the Sa- 
eyriſt cells us. 

Nullum vumen abeſt |; fit prudentia, ſed te 
Nos facimus Fortuna Dram-»»>--< 
Others 


Juvenal,) 


Satyr« T @, 


Horat, 


Carm, I. Ls E . . 
Ode 344 ITTIIIIIValttima ſummit 
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wht, nec fobi quiſquam Deſtiny the caule of all 
ſpmndere poteft firmam' o® Alterationg which they 
ftabile. Sen. trag. Octav. (ay is An Event that ne- 
Non ills Deo vertiſſe li- of. rily falls our from 
_— nex# ſuis currune  orrain inevitable or- 


cauſes, Sen,in OEdip. 
Fatum Stoicum definit der and connection of 


Senec. Neceſitatem rerum 13curall Caules, work- 
emnium Deum ipſum &@ 128 withourthe will of 
aftienes emnes buic fara 0d, asthe ſupreme Or- 
ſubjicientem. vid. Lipſ, derer and Dif) ler of 
lib.1, de Conft.cap.17.18, them, he being ſubjzeRed 
co them, and not they 
to him : whereby they take away the very na- 
ture of the Godhead, which is to be a moſt 
powerfull and free Agent, that works what, 
and by what means it pleaſes; all ſeconda- 
ry cauſes depending upon that, and that upon 
None- 
*_ But enough of cheſe ; For I muſt remember 
my {elf, that I am nowſpeaking to Cirritians, 
who acknowledge the Divine Providence 1n 
all things; and therefore ſhall ſpeak no more 
oftheſe Negative and ſuppoſed Cauſes, but ſhall 
now give you the true Efficient Cauſes of them 
by way of Affirmation, 

And here.know that Logiciayxs tell usof two 
Efficient Cauſes; Principall, and lefle Princi- 
pall: And this is twofold, Impulfixe and: In- 
{trumencall, 

Firſt then, the Principall Cauſe of all Chan 

es and Alcerations is God ; for ſo faid the 
eathen man, SC =; 


Mutares 


Others again, as the- 
- Regitur ſatis mortale ge- Stoicks, make Fate or 
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s 4 ow 


"3 


8 Treatiſe of Viciſſitude, 
HMntare, © infignem attenuat Deng, 
Obſcura __ —_ 

But why borrow I weapons from the Phili- 
ſtens forge, when as there is enough for this 
that may bedrawnout of Gods Armory of the 
Scriptures? as Pſal, 75. the 6, and 7, verſes : 
Promotion,laiesthe Prophetz comes neither from 
the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the South ; 
butGod1s the Fudge, heputs down ones and ſets 
»Þ arother. So allo Job 34. verf, 29. When he 
gives Quietneſſe, who can make Trouble > and 
when he hides his face, who can behold him; 
whet her it be done ( (aies Elihu ) againſt a 
nation, or againſt a particular man only > Again 
Amos 5, 8. He makes the Seven Starres and 
Orion,and twrnes the (hadow of Death into the 
mormme : The Lord # his Name, 

The Oratour expreſ- 


ſes this well, by compa- g; yominum membre nul- 
ring Gods omnipotency 14 contentione mente ipſa 
to the power of the foul ac voluntate moventur : 
over the members of the Sic divine numine moven« 
body, which upon the tur a mutantur onitia, 
leaſt intimation of the Tully lib, 5, de namwre 
mind do turn and moye DPeorum, 
about with all facility, | 
Now. God ( ſaies he ) is the ſole mind of the 
Univerſe, and hach all parts and parcells there- 
of at his beck and pleaſure, to be cura'd into a- 
ny ſhape or form at his diſpoſal, 

Nay, it is no diſhonour for God to caſt the 
eye of his providence upon the alteration even 


themeancR things : for who z« like, ſayes the 


Pſalmilſt, to the Loyd o#r Gody who hath His put. 1144 
dwelling on high, and yet I hinsſelf #0 wm VCr+$y Be 
2 


_ great condeſcenſion-tg him, whom the Heaven 
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hold the things in Heaven and Earth > Not. on- 
lyto beholdthe things in Heaven, whichis a 1] 


aud the Heavenuof Heavens cannot cont ain; but 
alſo the things in Earth- Now how unworthy 
theſe are of his taking notice of, you may ſee by 
thoſe diminutive expreſiions of them .compa 
with Geds greatnefle, Iſa. 40, 15, where the 
Prophet ſaies, Behold, t he Nations are but as the 
drop of a Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 
duſt of the Ballance; Behold, he takes up the 
Iſles as a very little thing. And it this be nat 
low-enough for themhe ſayes further, verſe 17. 
That all Nations before him are as nothing, and 
are counted to him as leſſe then nothing. Now 
look whata wide difference there is betwixt the 
Sea and a Bucket of water, yea the Drop of a 
Bucket ; or betwixt a heap of duſt, and the {mall 
duſt of the ballance 3 berwixt very great and 
very, little ; betwixt all things and nothing, at 
all, yea lefſe then nothing, ( if lefle could be ;) 
{o vaſt is che diſproportion berwixt God and-all 
Nations, which are the greateſt among all earth- 
ly things, , And yet for all this, is God pleal'd 
{o farie to extequate his own Greatneſle, and to 
take off from it, as tolook after them, and run 
them aboutin their ſeyerall Rages from one point 
unto another, | 

- And if you would have! this truth;ro be 
made out further unto you, our $4158ur. dd 
ic Matt. 10, 29. by rwo ſeyerall inftances, 
The one 1s of ewo Sparrews, which are th 
te: birds and of ſmall yalue ; bur the:. Greek 
yet-runs it more diminutively,.  Dimnizuivaw''} 
Js pryetwo little ſparrows; guybse  - _ 
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andſo they muſt needs be, for they were ſold 
both even for 2 Farthing, and chis1s price little 
enough, Yetthe Arabick makes it lefle, and 
hath for it Phals, which is the lea(t piece of mo- 
ney that canbe ; and according|y exprefles the 
two. Mites ſpoken of Mark 12.42. { which 
take both but one Farthing ) by Phalſain in 
the duall number, as a 
hate and learned Expo- Dr, Hammond is 
firor notes, locum. 
The other is o = 

aires upon our Heads, 
being a kind of Excre- OO 3 yo 
ment belonging to our yerb, Ne pili -facio 3 
bodies,& no integrall or Ecraſm, Adag, ſub foco_ , 
neceflirous part of them, commuy, comempeus 
(a5 theHeart,Hands and vilivetis, 

ectare; ) and yer he 
tells us that God numbers theſe, and takes ſuch a 
particular account of them, that not one of a 
Og falls tro the ground without his diſpo- 
all, 

In the viſion of the Wheels we read of a F**k. "+ 
wheel within a wbeel, Now the wheel with- ** 
in is the wheel of Gods Providence, that turns 
about the wheels of all outward things, be 
they never ſo lowand mean. For as God doth 
not labour in doing the greate(t things, ſo nei- 
ther doth he diſdain exher to do or undo the 

aft; but as he made the  Joneh and great, (faies ,.... . 
thebook of i[dome ) ſo alfo doth he care for ,, ** 

"alike. The Porter having power Over his 
Clay, eitherto make of it a veſifl of honour or A*m 
diſlienout; and being made; either to preſerve it ***** 
in that form 2nd being br hath beRowed upon 
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Pliny nar, 
Hiſt, 


The Birth of a Day, of, 
it, or elſe to deform and deſtroy it, ſince it is e- 
quitable that every one ſhould do with his own 
as he plcaſes. Nay, as he ſaies of the gnar, that 
Nuſquam potentior natura quam in minimis ; 
So may we ſay, that God doth no wayes ad- 
vance his Power and Wiſdome more, then in 
ordering of the leaſt accidents tobe diſpoſed of 
to his Glory, andthe good of his Children, And 

ſo much for the PrincipallEfficient cauſe, 
The /efſe Principall follows ; which ( as I 

{a id) iseither [/mpalſive or Inſtrumentall, 
ow the Impul/;ve cauſe of all Changes and 
Alterations is the finne of man. This uſher'd 
them in at the firſt, and fo it doth fill. For be- 
fore Adam f(inned, he injoyed a Paradiſe of con» 


" Ramt and uninterrupted happineſle ; but ſo ſoon 


as he fins againſt God, then follows a great 
change preſently : Forthe Earth all frujrfull be- 
fore, now becomes barren, himſelf ſubje&t to la- 
bour, his wife to travail and ſorrow, and both 
to cares and troubles, to weaknefle and dif- 
folution, And fo it is alſo with Nations and 
Kingdomes, It they be chang'd at any time, 
finne- is the cauſe of t; and the greater their 
f11ne 1s, the greater uſually is their change, 
Great hhnningsare the floud-gatesto let ingreat 
Alterations upon them, For ic is not a bare 
ſinning in a Nation, ( from which there is 
nore that could ever plead exemption, ) 
but a ſfinning in ſome high meaſure, thawi 
1n-Jet to Changes mn the higheſt kind, 
made David lay Pſal, 107, 34. That « fruit- 
full land ts turn'd into barrenneſſe for the wic- + 
kedneſſe of thoſe that dwell therein, which the 
vulgar Latine reads Propter malitiam, 4, e, oy 

is: e 
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the malicions wickedneſſe of thoſe that dwell 
therein 3 whichnores a fin of a high nature, vez, 
{uch a one asis perſiſted in both againſt Know- 
ledge &Conſcience- And 

therefore it is a good ob- Muſculus in locum, Hu 
ſervation which A4#- Jjuſmodi muationes terra- 
ſculns hath upon the 74m non ob id tantum fi- 
&* words; Theſe ftrange —— —_— 
« Alterations he, , 

« of Nations I ER fe) jen” good 
, malitioſe. 

<*« domes, are not for the 

« finning of them, (from 

« which no Nation can be free) but for their ma- 
« licious finning. And this you may ſee further in 
Feruſalem, Ezek. 21, where we read of a ye- 
ry great } ent that ſhould befall her from 
the Babylonily viz, Utcer Deftrutions expreſ- 
ſed by the threefold Oyerturn wherewith God 
threatens her verſ, 27, And verl. 24, he laies 
down the Impulftye cauſe that moy'd him to it; 
and this is an impudent and ſhamelefſe fin- 
ning again{t God: for they did not commit 
their finne in a corners as thoſe that were a- 
ſham'd of it, but ( brazen-faced Wretches as 
they were ) they declar'd their finne as Sodom, 
and diſcover'd it openly in the face of the ſun: 
and this they did too not only 1n one or two 


particular a&tswut generally, ſays the Texts 
in all ther dojfips: 


there 1s ſome hope of a modelt and 

baſtffull, bur none art all of a ſhamelefle and 

obdurate Sinner. Thus the Father, when his 

Sonne hathdone amiſle, 

yet is he well perſwaded Erubuit, ſalva res eff, Te- 
his amendments if he rent. in Heautone., 

| Cd but 
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but ſee him once bluſh upon his reproving of 
him. But when like ]J«dah,he hath ence a whores 
forchead,and refuſes to be aſhamed, then doth 
he give him over as a loſtchild and not to bere- 
cover'd, ; 

So that from hence we ſee, that in what place 
ſoever we findſuch'a Turn, ſuch an Everſion as 
this, where all is turn'd upſide down)chere hath 
been without queſtion ſome great Aver/io 4 Cre- 
atore ad Creaturamy (ome great (inning againſt 
God (as the Schoolmen call it.) Which was the 
reaſonthat whentheEngl/i{b were(now upon their 
Heil , quitting of France, in Henry the 
ri et; hxth's dayes ) demanded of the 
France 7 French by way of dggihon, when 

: they would maker return thi- 
ther; it was feelingly anſwere@£ 
nation thus, When your ſinness 
8475, : "FAYE 
Itis finne then that ruines particular Perſons, 

that ſubverts Families that periods Kingdomes, 
that wheels about Governments, that overturns 
States, that disjoints Common weales and {ayes 
Job unto them asto. the proud waves, T hus farre ye 
38. 11, Jhatl go, and no further. | 
. And ſo I have done with the Impulfve 
Cauſe, and come next to the Inſtrumentall cau- 
{cs or means which God uſes in effeRing his 
Changes here; and they are two, 
Thefirſt is the Motion and Influences of the 
Celeſtia)l Bodies, 
Andchis will the better appear if we _— 
tycir forcible workings upon the Mind of man, 
For. though they cannot work: immediately 
upon 1t, becauſe it' is immateriall; yet & ww 
| oY 


Jer. 3-3 
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they, and do work mediate!y upon it, as by the 
y, which is the Inſtrument of the Soul to 

work by, and the Caſe wherein it is put *up 
herefora time ; and ſo make it either well or 
ill affeRed; according to the Bodies preſent 
temper. . By which means it comes to paſle 
many times, that not only the diſpofitions of 
particular. men, but alſo of whole multicudes 
collected togerher in a politick body, are much 
alter'd and chang'd, : either to Labour or Sloth, 
to Peace or Diſquier, to good or evill a&tings 
according as they are inclin'd by the motions © 
the Heavenly Bodies, 

And that theſe Celeſtiall Bodies have their 
energy uponall Sublunary things, is plain, 

Firlt, by Scripture 3 as F-b 38. 33, wherethe 
Lord ſpeaks/thus ro Job, Know'ſt thou the or- 
dinances of ;Heaven?> and canſt thou ſet, the 


dominion thereof in the Earth ? whichimpliess- 


I. Thatthe Heavens have power and domi- 
nion in the Earth, 

2. That this power 
of theirs is ſet them from Ara regune bowines, ſed 
Gods ordinance and ap- Y*git Afire Deus, 
pointment, 

Secondly, by the conſtant Obſervation and 


Experience of all Ages, Bodenus the French 1n lib. 4 


de Rep. 
Cap» 3, 


Lawyer ſpeaks well to this point; Many erre 
( {ayes he) greatly, who think the influence of 
the Celeſtiall Spheres ro be nothing» whenas 
their (trength hath ever been moſt effetual;as in 
Sacred Wric isto be ſcen:& he cites the 33.chap. 
of Job before mentioned to provethe (a ery 
ding furthergthat many ancientWriters have no= 
ted the great changes inCities & Kingdomes upp 


Js © 
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the conjunRion of the ſuperiour Planets, but to 
chem only where they haye been depured of 
God to that end and purpoſe. And that they 
have been inftrumentall towards the workmg 
of ſuch effefts, he ſhewes by an induction 
of ſome particular inſtances; As that before the 
tranſlation of the Romar Soveraignty unto Ca- 
ſar, there was a great conjunion of the ſu- 
pertour Planets met together in Scorpio : which 
fell out again ſeven hundred yeares after, when 
the Arabian Legions receiy*d the law of Ma- 
homet, rebell'd againſt the Greek Emperours, 
& ſubdued the Eaſtern A/ia fromthe Chriſtians, 

The ſame alſo came about again ano Chri- 
ſti 1464+ after which Ladamachss King of the 
Tartars was by his Sabjects thruſt our of the 
chair of Soveraignty, and Frider:ck the 


third dgiven out of Hun- 
S ui volet, in codem ca» gary by Matthias Cor- 
pite plura legat. vinus, Who from a pri- 
ſoner ſtepr up to the 


Royall Throne, &c, And Alfecdms cel 
Alf edius ( wir andequaque wy <——_—— p 
dofins ) ait conjun —K OY c_ 
Saturnj & Jovis iz Aricic "oe SArRT19 a 

( ignee Triplicitatis fiqno ) Jupiter in February 
Anno Chrilli 1641, nevi a- 1642.did forerell and 
licujus imperii revolutions portend the revoluti- 
' portendere 3 cujus effetum tion of ſome new Em- 
periſimile eſt, nos in naperis.. pire and Government 
ab eo tempore motibus & mu". to fall ourafrer it in 
tationibus in Ang/ia nofire, Exrope. The efte&t 
ſatis ſupergz vidifſe, necdum whereof in part+( its 
widemus terminari, Nunt, 1,ce >» we haye ſeen 
Prophetic, pag. 34. in this nation wy 4 
wy Ys 
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dy, and may live ( if God {o diſpoſe of us) to 
ſee further of it yer in timeto come, 

But to paſle this» and co come to that daily 
and uſuall courſe of Gods proceedings with us 
in the world. Here methinks there ſhould be 
fews ( though of ordinary capacities among us) 
but ( if we be a little obſerving ) may ſee this 
eruch made goed by the eye of our pwn Eexpe- 

| rience, which tells us that the earth is either 

| fruitfull or barren, andthe air either whollome 

or infectiovs, ſuitably to that meaſure and 

| manner of influence they receive from them, 

And therefore when God will at any time 
bring about ſome great change in the world, 

| it is then caly to ſee how uſually he fits his 

x inferiour means,according to their ſeverall na- 

tures, for the orderly tranſlating of it in thoſe 

Rationswherein he hatlr ſet them; As when 
he will curn a frititfull land into barrenneſle, 
and again, a barren land into fruirfulneſſe, 
( which he promiſ('d his own people, Hof, 2. 
a, there hetells thera in what order he will 

; work it; / o_ _ ( ſays - gt Hea- 

| ven, And they [hall hear the Eart f 

| ſhall hear Tore, For this is a ſure ed 

Thar the ſupreme cauſe of all doth not take a- 

way the natures and\ workings of ſecondary /. 

cauſes, bue rather eſtabliſh chem- : which is the 
reaſon of that ſpeech of God to Job in the 
ordinary revolution. of the times and ſeaſons of 
the'year, Job38. 31. Canſt thou bind the ſweet 
influences of the Pleiades, and looſe the bonds of 
Orion? - 

Now the Pleiades are thoſe we commonly _ 

call the Seven Scarres,that have their influence 

on 

Pn 
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0h the earthby producing ſweet ſhowres to the 
opening and refrefhing of it, about the Sprin 

the year, and Orion is a Conftellation mol 
conſpicuous in the Winter ſeaſon, as having 2 
commiſfionary power to bind up the earth wrh 
Frofts, Againy caſt thou bring forth Mazza- 

roth ir his ſeaſon , 4-4 

Ovid de bis flellii ſubriti- therwelve Signes ſuc 
us dicent Affironoms, non 
eft hic noffrum waftare «c- ther; ) or guide Arau- 
curatius: tentum dicemus rus with his Sons? ( #0, 
id quod locus bis peſtular, the Polar Rtarre, as ſome 
191 ab alio quam Deo vim will have it, with thoſe 
iliam Bellis pluvien & jpnes minores that Wait 
Frigus generandi datem. yyon him 3 or Footer, 2$ 
Sand. in Job, others, Ir is not then fo 

| much the Earth» as the 
Heavens that give us either fruit, or withhold 
it ; they being the firſt ordinary means, where-/ 


by God uſes to work out alterations in ſubluna-- 


ry things. | 

The ſecond Inſtrumentall cauſe of thefe 
ſtrange Viciſſitudes here below is the Will of 
Man ; Forthough it haye not a libeny to ipt- 
ritual], yer allgrantit a liberty ro externall acts, 
and morall goodncfle,” Andthis Liberty of mans 
will doth God uſe as an under-wheel to turn a- 
Bone oe of choſe Alterations that are in the 
world. = 

Ic istrue, that health and ſicknefle, peace and 


warrey plenty and ſcarcity, riches a povereys 


proceed from God as the principall 

cauſe; but yer for all this we deny not but F 
God makes uſe both of our ſelves and others: 
to the, means. of bringing them about, The : 
0 


lively after one ano». 
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of Foſeph was checquer'd with variety of acci- 
dents 3 for he is now a Slayeto the /[maelites, 
andby and by a Prince in «Egypt. Now theſe 
although they - proceeded- from God asthe Au- 
thour, yet was the will of his Brethreny asthe 


will of Reuben and Judah, the inſtruments of Gen, c. 37, 


elerving his life, and the wills of his other 
en the meanes of ſelling him into e/Z- 

Pts 

Now becauſeit is the FT? 
Nature of Inftraments Txffrumentuw niſ# 2 prin- 
to be ſubſervient to the cipali eAgente motum, now 
Principall Agent, and 9&7atur, Aquin, 3, pare. 
to be determin'd by it; Sm quell, 62.477, 4. 
therefore give me leave 
here by the way to faſten this exhortation' upon. 
you, That in all Changes whatſoever you will 
look beyond the Inſtruments of them, unto 
God the Principall Agent, For ſo did Fob in 
his lofles, beyond the plundring Cha/dears and 
Sabeans, unto Dominus ab/tulit, The Lord hath 


givergand the Lord hath taken away ; looking J9Þ * 31: 


upon them as we uſe todo upon an dex, tan- 
tum in ordine ad Librum, only in order to the 
Book it ſelf, et i» mots ad Denm, in his pal- 
ſage unto God, who lers them awork, as to 
their nacurall yowens and faculties, though 
the evill of them no otherwiſe then by or- 
dering and oyer=ruling it to the good of his 
Ghildren, And hence ic is that the wicked are 
call'd Gods Sword, as in the 17 Pſalms verſe 1 3, 
Delzuer ney ſoul ( ſaies David ) from the wic- 
Lewhiek & thy Sword, And ſo muſt we in all 
thoſe Loſſes that befall us here, have in our eye 
not ſo'much the Sword, as the Hand that holds 

+; 
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it 5 which will be one means,and a good one tooy 
to bring us teDavids calm temper in the3g. Pſal. 

19. who faies inthe like condition, That he was 
dumby and did not open his mouth, nor let fall an 
imparient wordin it, becauſe it was Gods doing : 
And therefore when Ab:(ha: would haye taken 
away Shime:'s life for curſing of David, Noy 
ſayes he ) Let him alone, Fuſſit enizs Domings, 
or the Lird hath bidden him carſe; who then 
ſhall ſay, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo> q.d, 
W ho then dare expoſtulate with God, or call 
him to account about it, as if he were unrigh- 


 ceous in it; (ſince evill men are but Swords 


;n Gods hand, who, when he hath once done 
his work by them, will either put them up again 
1nto his Scabbard, and lay them by, or elfe ſo 
blunt the edge of cheir power, that it ſhall not 
cut, or elſe break them a pieces, andthrow them 

uite away? And to much for the Efhcienc 
Caulcs of Viciſhcudes, 


Next I ſhall fpeak tothe Ends, or Finall Cau- 
ſes of them, 

And theſe are cither Ex parte Dei, or No- 
f1r1; Inretpe& of God, or our ſelves, 

Firſt, In reſpe of God; and 1s the Princi- 
pall End why God rings fuch Changes upon - 
ey tags, and will have them diſpoſed 
of after fo yarious a manner, is to make them _ 
by itthe more tunable to his own Glory, which 
by this meanes is exceedingly magnify*d; and 
adyanc'd: but eſpecially in the Attribures of his 
Power, Truths Wiſdome and Goognefle; *- 

1. Inhis Power and Ommnipotency : chat fo 


he may lec the world knows that the Finger of 
| is 
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his Power isinalltranſaRions ; and that he can 
do whatſoeyer he will, both in heaven andearth, 
and yet changes not, 

For why elſe did God work ſo many mira- 
culous Changes in e/£gypt by the hand of 
Moſes ? 

Why turn'd he Moſes Rod into a Serpent, 
and the e/£gyptian Waters into Bloud ? 

Why their Duſt into Lice and Flies, and 
their Light into Darkneſle for the ſpace of three 
dayestogether > 

Why elſe created he a new generation of 
Frogs and Locults among them ? 

Why unheard of diſeaſes upon themſelves 
ahd upon their catcell ? 

Why deſtroyed he their Herbs and Fruit-rrees 
with Hail, and their Firlt-bora with untimely 
death > 

Ia a words Why caul'd he the Red-ſca to 
go our of its naturall courſe and chanel], 
whereby it became a wall to the [ſraelites, and 
a grave tothe ./Egyprians ? 

Did not God all this ro make known the 
glory of his powerzinthe preſervation of the one 


and deſtruction of the other? Yes; For this —”4 
cauſe ( fayes God to Moſes) I have raiſed” * 


thee up, to (hew in thee my power, and. that 
my name may bedeclared in all the earth. 

2; Headyancesalſo his Glory this way, by 
manifeſting his Truth and Faithfulneſs : in that 
thoſe things which are accidentall in regard of 
us, and ſeem as impoſlible , yet are they ex- 
ay brought to paſſe in their due times and 
ſeaſons, As inthe bringing of the [ſras/ites out 
of &zypty wherein God was full as good as biy 
wor 


105,13, 
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' wotd, and-kept touch with'them to a day in 


their Deliverance ; as you may lee Exod. 12.41. 
where we read, That it came to paſſeinthe end 
of four hundred and thirty years, even the ſelf- 
ame day it came to paſſe, that all the hoſts of 
the Lord went out of the land of Egypt, All 
Pharaoh's oppoſitions ard tergiverſations could 
not prerogue their Bondage fo much as one day 
beyond the time prefix'd of God, but ſery'd 
only to fill up that [mrerimy, or void ſpace of 
time berwixr Gods Promiſe made to Abraham 
and his performance of it, 

And if you ask by what intervalls of time 

the truth of this promilſg 
Vide nuper rimas Anno- Came about ſo puntu- 
rationes in Gen, 15,13. ally, Divines will cell 

you, That from Abra- 
han.'s receiving of the promiſey unto the birth 
of Iſaac, were five and twenty years; fixty 
frem thence to Zacobs birth ; and to his death 
( which fell out prelently upon their entrance 
into £g ype ) a hund:ed and thirty yeares. Afﬀer 
which unto the death of Levi,who was #/timns 
Patriarcharum, the laſt of the Patriarchs that + 
ſurvived, and in which ſpace the [ſraelites were 
kindly entreattd for Joſeph's ſakes were ninety 
four years; and a hundred and ong and twenty 
wore of cruell Bondage) untill Moſes came to 
deliver them from ir in the reign of Pharaoh 
Cencres, 

All which particulars being gathered vp to- 
gether, do make up the complere- lumme- of 
four hundred and thirty yeares, and' may ſerve 
to juſtify God in all his ſayings, and toiclear 
his tzuth in the leaſt circumſtance and - 

tho 
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Qilio of time , when it ſhall come -to, be 
judged, 

For when once Gods appointed time is 
come to introduce a change, either for better 
or werle, among any people, then ſhall eve- 
ry breath of wind, how crofle ſoeyer it ſeems 
to blow at the preſent, yet be 1o farre from 
hindering Gods work init, as that one way 
or other you ſhall find it in the ſequel, to 
contibuce its help and aſſiſtance to ir, 

2. God advances alſo his Glory this way, 
in the manifeſtation of his Wildome and 
Goodneſle ; in that he makes a {weet har- 
mony of ſo many different cords and chan- 
gecs, and frames a moſt admirable Order our 
of a ſeeming Diſorder and Contufion, 

Many and diverſe are the qualities of 
Herbs, yer if a skilfull Simpler hath the mix- 
ing of them, he knows how to make of them 
a well-reliſh'd and wholſome Sallade : So, 
many werethe interchangeable paſlages that 
happen'd to Joſeph, and had we the ſame, 
it may be we ſhould think them very confu- 
ſed ones ; but yet let the Wildome and Good- 
_ of God bu lay them together, and we 
ſhall preſently find, as Joſeph did, the cloſe 
of them allin a, ſweet d:apaſon. 

For though all things, asto us, are float- 
ing up and down, to and again, by chance as 
it were and accident; T 5 JdZ# A 
Tis spoyelas md yia x, dxiryme, xiv G.Nazias, 
dud g 60 iverrior ifavn, fayes Gre- i Imettin 
gory Naxzianzen ; yet if we look Julizoum. 
t the order and appointment of 

Q D Gods 
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Gods Providence, ( which doth alwayes moſt. 
wiſely contrive all eyents for the good of his 
Childrens ) they are fixt and table, howbeit 
they may ſeem to go contrary : at the 
preſent, . 

And of Gods dealing inthis kind we have 
Job an eminent example; who is to day 
the greateſt man for Wealth and Honour 1n 
all che Eaft, ( and a tablet of this His Great- 
nefle you may ſee in his nine and twentieth 
chapter, which I defire you to read over at 
your leiſure, ) wherein you ſhall find a 
whole ſeries of worldly Proſperity to wait 
upon him 3 )yet 'to morrow he 1s poor, even 
to a by-word and proverb, As poor as Job: 
inſomuch as he ſpends all the next chapter in 
bemoaning his ſuddain change, beginning it 
with a But 5 which though a ſmall monoſyl- 
lable, yet as the Helme of a' Ship"turns a- 
bourthe veſſel any way, ſo doth "this But 
turn about Job and all his former” Honour 
and Proſperity, into the extremeſt contempt 
and advyerfity, But now, ayes he, they that 
are younger then I have me in deriſion,whoſe 
fathers 1 would have diſdained ta have ſct 
with the dege ef my Flock; and ending it 
with this dolefult accent) verſe laſt; verſa 
eff cithara mea in luftum, & organnm in v0» 
vem flertium; My harp us turned into monr- 
ning, and my ergay wnto the voice of theſe 
that weep, ek. ba 

Yet all is well ( we fay) thavemdy well 
ahd ſo it was with Job, which makes Gol 

people 


James ſay by way of ſupport wato * 
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4y 
people in their afliftions, Te have heard of mes 


the patience of Job, and have ſten the end of **** 


the Lord; i.e. what good end God gave 
him in it ; for the next day God brings 4 
great deal of Light out ofthis Darknelffe, by 
a Wiſe and gracious diſpoſing of all that e- 


vi to him forche beſt, in giving him ewice Jo> ak, 
4s rmtlch a8 he had at che firſts and blefſing © *?* 


his later end more then his beginning, 

Sothat although for a cime all thoſe fad 
Changes [that befell Job, ſcem'd even to 
crofle the ordinary courſe of Gods care and 
Providence to him ; yet in the conclufion you 
fee how his Wiſedome and Goodnefle cut 
chem all out, and made them ſerye to his 
greater Honour and Abundance, 

And ſo much for the Ends or Finall Caus 
ſes inreſpeRt of God, 

They follow now in reſpeR of our {elves, 

And theſe zre two : firſt ro cotifirm our 
Pith; ſecondly to reform our lives, and to 
work out by them good to his ſervants. 

Firſt, to confirm our Faith. 

And ſoGod brings many times great Chan-« 

$5 into the world, to try, if amid thote 

ikings of ottward things among us, we 
willbe ſhaken m our Faith, or not. That as 
the Apoftte ſpeakes of herefies 1 Cor. tt. 
t9, Operter br Hereſes, There ma$t be He- 


reſtes among yon, that they which are appro- 
ved way be made manifeſt; fo ſay 1, Oportet 
eſſe mmtationes; There taut be Changes: and 
thete "not To” much im 'reſpe& of the chings 
nſdlves; which are in cheir own natures 
"= D 2 liable 


Pſals, 17. 


The Birth of a Day, or, 
liable to alteration and diffolucion; as in re» 
ſpe& of Gods end in it, thatthey which are 
approved and fincere 1n the faith, may be 
manifeſted to be 1o, by their conſtancy and 
perſeverance in ir, That as there is a necel> 
fity of Fire to try Gold, whether it be true 
or eiſe counterfeit ; ſo alſo isthere a necel- 
firy of Changes : for by theſe it will appear, 
whether we will meaſure our Religion, by 
ourward things, and in the lofle or enjoy- 
ment of them be loſt in our Proteſtant 
Faith, yea or no, 

There is nothing, Beloved, more diſcovers 
the Hypocrite then his [ngeninm verſatile, 
( as L:ivyſaidot Caro ) then his turning hu- 

| mour in Religion: for 

Plurarch feigns Theſpe- which I do not ſay he 
fivs returning from Hell, ſhall be plagued In 
and telling (among ther Hell, by being whee.'d 
things he ſaw there infli- about there continual- 
Hed onevill men ) that ly wicheurt any rela xd- 
bypocrites were there pu- tions ( thoughthat may 
niſhed by turning up and ſeem a puniſhment 
dowa cominzally, Plut, forewhat ſuitable to 
De bis qui ſero punius-  };, Weathercock-dil- 
T's Mage 203, poſition here . upon 

earth ; ) no, Hoc n4- 

mrs Ethnicum, This is too heatheniſh : but 
rather with the Prophet Davids That he (hall 
turn into Hell with all thoſe that forget.Go 
which is that portion of Hypocrites mention? 
by our Saviour Mat, 24. [aſt =" bp. 
' Forif an Apple be rotten at. th Coates It 
Will not hold long upon the Tree, b Wopug 


formed Religion, and wavers not : or clic 


V,.who :being threarned with death by «- 
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leaſt Wind will fall from it, And fo 


it is with the rotten- hearted Hypocrite 3 if 
a little crofſe wind .do but | blo'y -up- 
on him, oh how ſoon doth he fall oft trom 
the tree of Life, and &::ome a wind-fall in 
his Religion, for wc Devil that old Serpen: 
to Prey upon! 
Every Cock- boat ( you know ) will bear 
up well enough in a calm ſta : bur that is a 
ſtour Veſſel! that can live in | 
the moſt troubled water, And pd, Cyprian de 
too to0'many there were in lapſir, & Fox 
the Primitiye times thaty like Martyr. p.1362. 
D* Pendleton in Queen /M4- 
ries dayes,boaſted much of their Conftancy 
in the Orthodox Faith during Conſtantines 
dayes, ſo long as God hedg'd about his Vine- 
yard with Peace and Proſperity ; but ſo ſoon 
asthat Hedge was broken down, and erro- pgaim 80, 
neous yea hereticall Doctrines were let in 2. and1z 
like ſo many Bealts of prey ro deyourc, vs. 
then how quickly did theſe prove Turncoats, 
and Apoſtates from the Faith ! 
Bur as for the true Chriſtian, he is like a 
ock -----mediis immotwus in undis: That al- 
though the waves are alwaies ſwelling againk 
him, yet is he the ſame man (till in his Re- 


Vicgil, 


like that -Houſe buile upon the Rocks, a- Mt 257. 
pat which the Flouds came, and the W inds 
lew, -but icfell not, becauſe it was built up- 
on. a Rock, 
. And ſuch a well-buik houſe was Saint Pa- 
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lens if he would not adviſe further and turn 
Arrian, anſwertd with 
Sozom.biR. lib.6.c.16, this brave reſolution, 
Tx boc mihi confilio now © I need not any fur- 
ef opus 1 nam idem qui © ther adyice then 1 
jam ſum, cras etiam fur © haye taken already, 
Burns ſum. * about this matter; for 
* zo morrow I ſhall be 
* the ſame man that I am to day therein; 
* and no other. 
And here know that ſame things are of Nee 
ceſſity, wherein we cannot but change, asin 


naturall, civill and morall things, and to | 


change in theſe is only humane. 

Ochers again are of Duty: andtheſe eicher 
prohibited, or enzoyn'd, 

I. Prohibited, as in evill and erroneous 


things : andto —__ here is pious and di- 


vine : andnot to change, exher Weaknefle 
or Obſtinacy, 

2, Enjoyn'd, as in ſacred and religious : 
and to change here is impious and Dia- 
bolicall 3 and not to change, rrue Chriſtian 
Fortitude and Conftancy. 

Whatſoever things we ſee then wheeling 
?bout in the world, as Governments Fami- 
lies and the like, nay hawſoever we may 
change our ſelves oy be chang''d in ſomethings 
of an ind.fferent nature, by thoſe that have 
dominion over our Badies and Eſtates; yet is 
there no man that hath dominion over our 
Faith * But this 1s Gods peculiar, and there- 
fore in this we mutt not change, | | 

It is nor - with faving '. Truchs as a3 
wit 


a mo oh, rs, 


a ot Was any © _-rs 


—_ i... tt. — — -” % 


| & for 
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with Clothes, which alter eyery year-as the 


cers nor. 


good men and al- 


And herein we may jultly take occaſion to 
bewail the unlteadinefle of ſome in theſe 
times, who are mere Scepricks inReligion, 
alwayes conceiving ſome new Opinions in 
ity and alwayes in pain till they be deli- 
yer'd of their new conceptions) though never 
lo monſtrows-and deformed, 


That which was 
truth with them yeſter- 
days is no ſuch thing 
to day; and what is 
lo tro day is other- 
wiſe to morrow 3 ſuch 
Changelings there be 
in this laſt Age, who 
like the Moon do ne- 
ver appear the ſame 
two dayes together |! 
* And Iwould to God, 
*f ſayesSainr Ambroſe, 
& that. their change 
& were no worle then 
© that, of the Moon ; 
returns 2- 
5 gain, within 2 little 
© time to her full light, 


'6 bur theſe neyer . 


The Magdeburgenſes tell 
us Cent.4, c,11 that ſuch 
was Euft athius Biſhop of 
Sebaite, who was one day 
for the Homoulſian, and 
another for the Homoiu- 
han Confeſſion, accor- 
dinghy 4s they ſuired be 


with his preſent turn, 


Atque utinem vel ſic nu 
textur: Hac enim cio ad 
plenitudinem ſham redit, 
bs wero net [tro cortuer= 
tuntur, Ambroſ,. Pro yt- 
riis aftionibus cangiqs 8 
Tom. F, 


_ 


Aad he is þlind char: ſees.not this, among 


u> { namely.) how ſome turn. every 


ay-.to 
4 Popiſh 


+ 47 


faſhion doth: for the f4/h19n of the world paſ- , jghn 
ſes away ſayes Saint Jobn;) buttrue Religion 3, 17, 
1sever in faſhion with 


—_ T he Berth of a-Day,or, 
Popiſh Superſtition, but more tro Anabaptiſtio 
call Fanciesz ſome unto Socinian Blaiphe- 
mies, but moſt unto Atheiſticall Notions, 
and all into Senſuality ; this being che Com- 
mon Sewer into which all the former run; 
and are ultimately reſolyed. ; 

Gates x, , Buras Saint Par! ſaidto his Galathians, (0 
263". do Ito ſuch, O fooliſh Galathians, who-hath 
bewtitch'd you that you (hould not obey the Go- 
ſpel? Andit is a metaphor; 
{ayes one, from 'Sorcerers, 
who uſetocaſt a milt before 
the peoples eyes, that ſothey may nor take 
a right view of what is preſented to them: Ag 
ifhe had ſaid, Who hath calt a milt before 
the eyes of your underſtandings, to make that 
appear unto you for truth which indeed is not? 
What 2 Are ye ſo fooliſh, thar having begun 
ia the ſpirit, ye will be perfetted inthe fleſh? 
So, Are ye fo fooliſh, that having begun in 
truth, .ye will end in falſhood ? or can'ye 
be 1of{imple, as ro exchange Gold for Dirt, 
Wheat for Chafte, and your pretious Faiths 
2 Pet.1.1, 45 Yaint Peter calls it, which is the ſubltance 
Heb- 81.1-of things hoped for, for Errours of -all ſorts, 
"and mere ores of Truth ? roy = 
= or 1t Errour( as our Az 

ion” «mon Dine ſaid well ) have os 
2 £'6-'37* | adyantage, it conſiſts in' No- 
veity: orit Truth any, it conſiſts ini Cone 

ſtancy, | | 

Was the Do&@rine then of the Reformed 

Churches, an! the -Harmony of our Corifeſ- 
fions grounded upon evident and pregannt 
} i. 


3, &S ww HH - AS 4 7A -© A waa 


Leighs Annotar. 
in locum, 


> TINS _— } ai i 


—_— ao cz” a ot Ya oo Ama a imo 4a _ f@©O© +. © 
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Scriptures, maintain'd by the Orthodox and 
- | primitive Fathers, and conveyed to us by the 
conltant tradivon of the univerfail Church, 
- | the Faith of  Chri{t once deliver'd co the 
Saints) and the Truth of God yelterday ? 
why, ſoit isto day, and will ve to morrow 
s | allo, And therefore to day in ourprofefſion of 
þ | it-we mult be as yeſterday, and to mor- 
s | rowasthisday : becaule as God is the ſame 
yelterday, to day»andfor ever ; fo allo is the 
Truth of God, Thar 
which was once fo, Yeitas Dei una ſemper. 
will be io alwayes, , qe ſu ſimilis: In pre- 
and cannot be/orher- Ft, ed Haro, Conkel, 
wile, / | 
Oh that we would then be exhorted in 
the Apoſtles/ words, To /fard faſt in the per, 
Faith, to quit our ſelves like meny and be 4: %4- 
ſtrong : 'and not to be 
4s children, toſs'd to 


and fro, and carried a= htr 
þ df C »þ 8 very wind 0-inuo circumatia par- tag 
J tes ſummas & imas ſem» * 


ef Dotlrine ; but to be utat, Pareus in 
ASmen 1 under ſtand- —aGnoges DR 


ingy ſftedfaft and im- 
moveable; that ſo God may have cauſeto glo- 
ry on our behalf, as he didon f-bs, Haff thou 1, 4,1, 
conſider d ((ayes God to Sathan ) my ſervant 
Job? So, haſt thou confider'd ſuch a ſervant 
of: mine ? Seeft thou to how many changes 
I have ſubje&ed him ? to changes in his Chil- 
| drens to changes in his Eſtate, to changes in 
/ | his Libeny, to changes in his Friends and 
Acquainmtance ? Nays ſcelt thou how m_ 


He bg i Fs, 


A a ww 


Q@ «a 


TFieptel waver, Meta- 
phore a rote, qiie motu 


SRL a. Aa DMAa£zXA. +> 4» &. 
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of bis Brethren are chang'd of late, from a fe- 
briſh diſtemper before, now into a ſleepy le- 
thargy 2 Seeſtthou how indifterenc they are 
for their religion round about him, and how 
| many ſhaken reeds 
Nec iratum colere defii- there are on every fide 
$it numen, Sen.ad Marc, of him? And yet for 
Cap, 13. all this, as my :ſer- 
vant fob did, {o doth 
he 11 hold his integrity. Burenough of this, 
Secondly, Gods end alſo in it 1s, To re- 
form our livesz and do us good by ts ſo ya» 
men egenaiens to- 
Huic affize efÞ illud Amos WArds | US. TIence WE 
9. V, _ conſide- read Iſa, 30, 28. of a 
renda ; wel purgatumy (eve of vanity, where- 
frumentum 2 ſordibus, in God ſayes he will 
wel exagitatum 2 cri- (ift the Nations, and 
brame, dum ab uns cri- (ſhake them to and fro 
br: latere in alterum p0- one after another, that 
pellitur. $2n&. in locum. {o he may WInnow 
them from chat Chaffe 
of finne thar is within them. For why was 
Moab at eaſe from his youth > why (ettled he 
pon his lees, and held (ill his corrapt taſte? 
bar _ he b-54 never dil me. nor 
empreed from veſſel te weſſely Jer. 48, 11 
Thus a ſedentary life we very ſubject 
to Diſeaſes ; and a long (ſtanding Profperit 
to a Nation, is like a (tanding Pgol, who 
water doth ſoon puddle and. oy. 
this 1s the realonof that { of; David 
Plal. 55.29, Becauſe they beve ne C s 
therefore they fear not God; making by ic 
ul- 


4 Treatiſe of Viciſſbude- 
uncheckt proſperity of worldly men « great 
occaſion of their cominuance infinne,and fo 
an [ndex bf Gods Wrath upon them rather 
then of his ſpeciall Fayour to them, 

And therefore now we haye ſeen the An- 
gel of God moving the waters of this Church 
2nd State by inteſtine Warre,new Opinions 
ir} Religion, by Sects, diviſions and the like 3 
it will be good for us to meditate» how Gad 
hereby intends to purge us from that Gnfiwl 
filth that adheres to ug as our dilreſpect x 
Gods Miniſters, and contempt of his Werd 
our Cruelty and COppreſſion, our Pride a 
<-0—— oi our Worldly-mindedneſſe and Hy» 

rifie, 

Indeed men, 'who are the inftruments of 
them, may have other ends in ſuch Alterati- 
ons, asto wreak their own ſpleen upon their 


adverſaries,tounhorle others, and get chem- 


telves into the ſaddle cicher of Profic or Pre+ 
ferment; ( That as Demetrins the Silver- 


ſo ſay the ger our Honours and E- 
Rates by theſe means, for it che waters had 
not been troubled, we hadcatch'd oothing ; ) 
or elſe to ſatisfy their own corrupt wills a 

pleaſures; as the Auchour to. the Hebrews 


ſayes of earthly parents) That they chaſten,,.... 
va theis own plealure, but 16, =. 


their children a | 
God whoisthe ſupreme Agent, he dothit for 
our profir, and not his own ; there being no 
ends of: gold and filyer, no mere will or. re» 
venge inrhis end» bur only our profis, 


F2 


ſmith ſaid, 00 our faines by this means; _ 
, We 


Prov. 


'9.take away the drolle from the filyers that »5. 4. 
Pl {ſo 


T2 
Proy, 25. 


4+ 
AAS9, 15, 


Gen,laſt, 
Ver, 30, 


The Birth of a Day, or, 
ſo he may bring forth ( to uſe Solomon's 
expreſſion ) a YVas eleftum a choſen Veſlel, 
as S, Paut was, and fit for the Finer, 


Thus the Scripture tells us of Foſeph, 
how he was paſs'd over from his bre- 
thren to the [/maelites, and from them to 
Potiphar ; and his brethien had one end 
in it, but God another : for they did-it- for 
evil againſt him( as he tells them himſelf,) 
andto get twenty Pieces by the fale of 
him ;- but as for God , he meant it to 
him for good , and to {aye much people 


alive. 


Mac 26.9, 


| | contracted in us by 'a long: ſtanding: fecu- 


And fo alſo was Chriſt the Antitype of 
Joſeph, thruſt ( as we ſay ) from poſt to 
pillar: vize from Judas to Caiaphas, from 

im to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, from 
Herod back again to Pilate, and then in- 
to che hands of the clamorous and unrea- 
ſonable multitude to be crucified: and J«- 
das had one end in Chriſt's death, but 
God another, The end of Judas in it 
was tohilyer his bagge with thirty Pieces, 
bur Gods end was to ſatisfy his own Ju- 
ſice, and toſave mankind by it. 


So that Tet mens (infull ,ends in theſe 
Changes and Alterations be what they 
will, yer is Gods 'end in it the. gaining 
of glory ro-himſelf, by his taking away 
that finne' and corruption which he fees 


rity, 


Loa An 


—"—_ 
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rity, And if theſe changes of his be not 
25 2. gentle fire to purify us» they ſhall be 
2s a conſuming fireto deſtroy us, 

And ſo mich for. the Efficient and Fi- 
nall cauſes of Viciflitudes, 


The #ſes follow; And they are three. 


Firſt, To take us off from our greedy 
defire of worldly things. 

Secondly, To unpride us in a proſfpe- 
rous condition, 

Thirdly » To comfort and ſupport us in 
an afflicted one, 


And to this purpoſe there is' a good ſay- 
ing of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus the 
bel By all the Heathen Emperours, which 
1S enis, 

«© Meditate ( {ayes he )with- thy ſelf bow 
«© {wiftly all chings 
* that ſubhiſt are car- 
&* ried away: for both Inbis Meditat, rranſ« 
©the ſubltances them- lated by Merric Caſqu- 
& ſelyes are. in a con- Þon bb. 5, cap. 1g, 
* tinuall lux, and all 
© ations in /a perpe- 
©tuall changes yea the cauſes of them al- 
* ſoſubjeR to a thouſand alterations, nei- 
<« ther is there any thing that can be ſaid 
*to be ſettled or at a ſtand. 


«And from heace he draws this inference: 
* Art 


Hſe x. 


[Jorat, 


4 _ 
-% 4 
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& Art thou tot then unwiſe, who for theſe 
« things art either diſtracted with cares, 
« puff*d up O90 much with pride » or de- 
<« xed with troubles ? 


And it may put many of us Chriſtians 
to the bluſh whe ſeldome make ſo good 
uſe of ir as this Heathen didy though we 
have a farre clearer light then he had to 
guide us to 1t. 


Firft then, the confi- 
deration of this points 
Brevis eff & 5adurd bu- viz, The” great Vi- 


Jus ſeculi gloria ; igitur cifſrude and Incott- 


deſpice trenfitoris, ut conſtancy of all earth» 

babexs eters. Bern.lib. ly things, may (ſerve 

ds mod, vivend.Serm.$. ro wean our heatts 

.. from the pleaſing teat 

| of this World, ard 

ro r4ife the up to that place where on- 
ly fixed good is found, 


-\ "Here WE afe all too apt with the rich 
fool to fer down onr refts, whert ( Gvd 
Don ) we —_— of prone? joe do. 
Nefcis enim, ah neſcis ſerus quit eſpe ferat; 
Since we do. not know what. om 
-wifety of this eyening, nay Teffe of this 


hours or moment may help to bring forth, 


= may be wap, of dtrr Eftnies by 
to Beggery by Fire, Thieyes, andthe, like ; 


Q ww» i A_ CR MAASQoSamMmEDO.cTcC 2z,N . zCSC”G FP _WW@E=w=r®w = © 


y into Thtzldome'; - 


RQ © -a -@ Aa 


and {wallow 
the waters that 
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of our Health into Sicknefle ; all theſe ſue» 
ceſſively wheeling about» untill} at laſt 
our great change come from Life to Death, 


up the reſt,. as the fea doth 
all into its 


Alas! here we are ſubjeRt to a thou- 


caſualties ; but in Heaven, there 


there we. ſhall meet 
with no ſuch altera- 


| tions; for that 1s a 


Kingdome that cannot 
be ſhaken as - earthly 
Kingdomes are, either 
by warre, factions , 
all-cating time, or the 
like. No; bu there 
is Peace without War, 
Quiet without I rou- 


BaJiatia ard xwIG, 


A Kingdome that 15 10t yy 


are in the ſea 


ble » Freedome without Thraldome 
without Night,  Healch without Sic 
and Life without Death : whereas here it 


is farre otherwiſe ; 
for God takes away 
one it may be, with 
a Fever, another with 
the Sword » as S, An 
guftine reckons them 
s Nay, he cuts off 
the ſperits of Princes 


( ſayes the Pſalmiſt;) 


which Janizs and Tremelias tranſlate by © 
Vindemwat, 5. 2, he flips them off 
tager doth a» Bunch of Grapes from 2 


Trees 


k 


domes 
b- this 


world with every teme 


peſt. 


Day 


nefte, 


Hune necat febribus , 
illum opprimit doloribuss 
bunc flammis, illum gla- 
dio, &sc. Auguſlin, is 
2 Solulog, 


Vin= 


flaming up and down, 2, 28, 
4s earibly Kin 


Pſal, 76, 
» BZ, 


La oh 
j 
b. 


ſecond, That:every- year of our life: was-3 


The Birth of A Day, 3” 
Tree, it is ſo-quickly done, Even the highs 
elt enterprizes that the greatett Magnifico's 
of the earth undertake, God doth but blow 


wpon them a little with the breath ef his 


diſpleaiure, and how. ſoon are they bla- 
ſted and ſhritk away to nothing ! 


BE. An example of this we have 
Juſtin, bift, in NXcrxes, who weut' againſt 
lib, 2. Greece with a million of men, 

and as many ſhips as cover'd 

the Helleſponut ; 2s 1t he would have fub- 

dued the Sea, have pit a hook into het 

Jaws, and haye led her away in triumph: 

yet how {con was his 

over-bold pride daſh'd 

Duem dies vidit veni= in pieces by a hand- 

exs ſuper bum, Hunc dies full of Greeks! One 

vidit fugiens jacentem, and the ſame day ſaw 

Sen. 1/4g. In 1byeſt. 1; borh happy and 

af, 3. miſerable ; uſing him 

. as a tender and int- 

dulgent Mother inthe 

morning» but in the evening as a cruell 
and hard Stepdame, 


Oh the folly then of thoſe that lye al- 
wayes {ucking- at theſe earthly. flowers 
which are as Various in. their ſhapes, as 
ever Proteus was, and conſtant in nothing 
fave in their inconſtancy / 


-. It was the ifaying of Maximilian. the 


Cli- 


mt > 6 Op r= nds; of” So in. III. = +» oa 


af + 
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ckmaRericall year, and brought with it 
ſome Treat change -or other, 


is | - And if eyery year be ſo changeable, 
- | what fools then are they that joyn land 

to land, and houſe to houſe, that they 
4 | may dwell alone in the earth! yea what 
(> | mtan great men to pride! it fo much in their 
n, | Babels here below, 


and out of a greed 
b- Js of ; D uid quod ultre limites 
er ire Ot gain tO Tun clentium ſalis avarus, 
1: our of. their own perum locuples continer- 
is | chanels, and to call ** 7ipa*. Horar. lib. 2, 


their lands by their naatnck 

ne | 2wn names? For they | 

'w [| that do. thus , declare plainly - that they 
nd £ "think themſelvesto en- 


"joy. 2 ſettled eſtate 


uaſi aut nunguam ef- 
hell here. on: carth, as if = Aron - 


ell] 'they ſhould never ſee ram colefem non expe= 
a change, or art leaſt flarent. Bellarm, bb; 
did nor for! this pre- 2. de atern, felics, 

1- 1 pr 

rs ſent look for in hea- | 

as} -yen a better and more enduring ſubſtance» 

gh =s the Aucthour to the Hebrews ſpeaks, 

is: I2, 34, 


af: And yet as ' the Propher Iltjab c com- 
Hl: E plains 


Pſal. 
49: 13« 


The Birth of « Day, or, 
plains, {o' may we, Rats credidit auditui 


I, woſtro? who bath believed our report? orto 


whom is this truth of God reyealed > For 
ix is ſtrange to ſee how few among us do 
believe this, that bath in our perſons and 
eſtates we are ſo changeable, 

But this « their way, ayes David, hes 


is their foeliſhneſſe, 


For how ſoon did Gatba ſtarr 


Tackt. Av» (ide from the Empire , Deg« 
eal. lib. 6. | 
fSfans Imperium, taſting, it only, 

as Jonathan did the Honey 

with the end of his Spear ! How ſoon 
was Haman chang'd from the Minion of 
the Cent, to be the hang-by of the warld' 


Again, how ſoon was Nebschadnezzt 
chang'd , even from a man to a Beaftj 
and Herod from the higheſt of men, to 


be meat even for the loweſt of Reptiles? 
And the proſperity 


Sir Walt. Rawl. Pref, "© p:-1r4 the third 


ro the worlds bift. 
Oftenditar taytum, nm was ſo ſhort (ſays our 


Puſidetar 3 &þ das pls- mageaidle Inltor- 
cer, tranſit z Sen, Epit, an ) that, it [took 


272 end.cre himſelf could 
Het 


well look oyerir, 
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There is not any thing then that we can 
call conſtant here on earth ; which makes 
the Authour to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of 
Abraham, (ay , That 


he look'd for a City 
havins foundations : 
Upon which one gives 
us this noce 5 That the 


Bellarm. jt eodem loco. 
Pere civitas celeſfis pro- 
prie tum bt- 
bet, wc 


Heavenly City can en- 

ly be ſaid to haye preperly a Founda- 
tion > whereas thoſe Cities that are on 
earth, do (ſhow plainly by their daily 
runes that they haye no ſure foundation to 
reſt upon. 


Oh let this be a means to take off the 
wheels of our Aﬀectiens from their eager 
purſuir afcer earthly things z and ſet them 
upon things above, where the moth can- 
not come at them, ner thieves break through &. A = 
ro fteal, And let us look to that charge 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim, 6, 17+ Charge 
thoſe that are rich in the world, that they 
truſt not in uncertain Riches ; or rather in 
riches which are Uncertainty it ſelf in the 
ibliract ; ( for ſo the Greek, runs it, if 


*Mils «Auaiaſſt. 7, c+ a the  — =, 


t, 6; 


60 


”Prov. 
23, Fo 


Pal. 
62, 10, 


4 Coll, 
poſt Tri, 


Pſa), 119, 
36, 
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Riches, ) And that we may in no wiſe 
doubt of this their uncertainty, the Wiſe 
man prefixes a note of certainty before this 
uncertainty, Certainly, ( ſays he ) Riches 
make themſelves wings, and fly away. « 
an Eagle towards heaven : as it he ſhould 
have ſaid, Certainly Richesz and all world- 
ly things are as uncertain as a Bird that-1s 
upon the wing : and therefore we muft 
not ſet our hearts upon them ;. but our dai- 
ly prayer and praRtice muſt be, So to paſſe 
through things temporall, that ſo we dþ 
not looſe thoſe things that are eternall : 
or elſe with David let us beſeech God to 
incline our hearts unto his Teſtimonies, and 
not to Covetonſueſſe, Now this inclining 
our hearrs unto Gods Teſtimonies, is no» 
thing elſe but that holy and penitentiall 
change of heart and life, or elſe that turns 
ing uno God with all our hearts, which 
God calls for at our hands, and expe&s 
from us in all his changes, whether per- 
ſonal! or elſe nationall, which it he find 
in us, then let what changes ſocver fall, 
they ſhall all work together for our good: 
bur if not, we myſt then look- to be as a 


rowliog 


all 


| 2 proſperous Conditi- 
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rowling ſtone > and to have our daily 
turns and changes in this life from one de- 
gree of milery to another, untill at laſt we 
turn into Hell, as David ſpeaks, with all 
thoſe that forget God. 


» Secondly, The con- 
hderation of this point emo confidat nimi- 
may be a good an. um ſecundis, Toiat 0+ 


tdote againſt Pridein = — Thyefl. 


on, fince God hath ſo 

ordered the Web of our lives, as that Ad- 
yerfity as well as Proſperity is 1nterwo- 
yen in. itz For there 

is-nothing. that ſwels a 
us up ſo much aspro- mefataque corda ſe- 
ſpering here in world- eundis, Silius 1. 

ly things; and nothing 

again that is more effectuall to aflwage 
this {welling in us, then to conſider the 
brevity and mutability it is ſubject to. 


-, Now it ſwells us up with a high opini- 


on either of our own Goodnefle above 0- 
thers, or elſe of our own Greatneſſe, 
- cf 4 


8, Our profpering in worldly things 
proſp os y clogs 


6r 


Hſe 2, 


x 3am. Cc. 
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ſwels us up with a high opinion of our own 
Goodneſſe above others; as 


1, It makes us think our ſelves the of- 
ly good men in Gods eye, becauſe we 


are proſperous in the worlds ; whereas' fn- 
deed, this can be no certain rule $0 mea- 


ſure out any ſuch thing by, ſince the world 
and the proſperity of it is ſo yariable- and 
uncertain» | 


And therefore, when at any time | God} 


ſhall water us more then others with the 
lower ſprings of his earthly Bleſſings, we 


are not- therefore to haye an overweeningy - 


conceit of our ſelyes, and our own caufcy 
aboye others, ( as if God upon this ground 


—_ CL COAA©L CO. — —w «az 'Y 


had tyed his ſpeciall love either to us; off 
them: ) For you know that when God 


would chuſe a King for 1ſrae/, he cho 


16+verſ.8,him not by outward and periſhing excel. 


9,and 8 


lencies> for thea he would haye choſen in 
the room of Saul, Eliab, Aminadab, ot 


Shammeah, who were the three elder hro- 
thers of David, and men of goodly pers 
lonages to look: upon ; yet God choſe none 
of theſe, ( ſayes the Text) but David the 


youngelt of chem, though not ſo outyard- 


Ys 
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wh | ly, yet mwardly glorious, being a man af- 
ter his own heart» 


Oft- It is the chief argument the Txrks uſe at 
we | «this day, to prove themſelyes the only 
fn- | -fmfſelmer, or true believers; We thrive 
Fo” (fay they ) and proſper in che world ; for 
jd "how hath eur Mahometari{[me over-run all 
dF! Aſa, Africk, and the greater part of Ex- 

rope too! And do not they among w 
2348 | then reaſon more like Tzrks then Chri- 
theft  ffians, who ſpeak after this manner, Come) 
well ſee how we bear down all before us, and 
nel - fide upon the backs of the poor in triumph ! 
ef Thus,.and thus do we profper inthe world, 
nd and do even what we lift ; and is noc this 
off /- an evidentfigne we are Gods children, and 
od | that the right end of the ſtaff is ows? Sure, 
Nl - if we were other then Gods peculiar people, 
[0 - he would nor blefle us ſo much as he 
inf] doth. 


" But to theſe I anſwer, That thefe and 

f ſuch like are only Bona Scabelli, ( as Di- 

| - vines diftinguiſh well ouc of that place of 

ef -:Tſaiah, ) and not Bona Throw, the goods ha, 

| |, of Gods. Foatftool, ( bur canthen ware, 3 © © 
E 4 
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and not the good things of his Throne, 
which are Grace and Glory; and therefore 
can ſet upon us only an earthly: mark for 
men here to take notice of us, but not any 


heavenly cognizance for God to look upon 


us, as npon his dear and elect children. For 
elſe it would eaſily follows That the Ate 


choran were better then the Bible, and the: 


Tarks fancy better then our Faith of Chre- 
SHanity, 


And were there no other ſignall place of 
Scripture for this, then that of the Pro- 
phet David in his 

Conſulc Eccleſiaſles 7, 73, Pſalm, ( 25 in- 
verſ. 15.See Bcclefia> deed there are very 
ites chap. 8, verſ. 14, many 3 ) this alone 
ng nv) e213  ( methinks) were e- 
—_ hy nough y this 
Sas as a truth - upon Us» 
05s ag, fas where he ſpeaks of 
ſome that are not in 

trouble like other men, but pride compal- 
ſeth them about as a chain» violence co» 
vers them as a garment, their eyes Rtand 
out with fatneſle, 'and they have more 


then their heart can wiſh ; yet theſe, 
, ( layes 


_ — — —y —_ H— PIs 7 W— — ; a * 


— 


of Go 
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(fayes he) ver, 12, are the ungodly wo 
proſper in the world. And the Prophet 
Feremy makes bold to queſtion with God 
about it, in theſe words, Fer. 12, r,and 2. 
verſes: Wherefore, ſayes he, doth the wic= 
ked- prefper ? and why are all they in 
wealth that rebelliouſly tranſvreſſe> and 
he' reſts ſatisfied with this, verſ, 2. Thar 
God did by that proſperity of theirs fatten 
them as ſheep to the ſlaughter, and pre- 
pare them for the day of deſtruftion, And 
this is that proſperity of fools that the 
Wiſe man ſpeaks of which will deſtroy 
them, Prov, 1. 32, 


It js -not-then our thriving in Tempo- 
rallsz but in Spiritualls, that ſpeaks us and 
our Faith to be accepted of God, 


For the truth of Grace or Religion, and 
the goodneſle of a mans cauſe, is not mea- 


{ured by the Souldiers Sword, but by che Word 
it which is the Sword of the Spirir, 


(God Saints no 
; q Ethnicus Deum fic loquen- 
man 4or his good» yo indecit : Ifti quos pro 


lyiperſonage, for felicibus aſpicitis, þ non 


his riches, for his 944 rune, ſed que ts 
| politick 


GS. p politick head-piece 
rent wHideritiouere ſunt min of contriving,and 
Cen Sen lib. de Provd, ringing, abour his 
ap. 6. own worldly and 

finifter ends, or for 


bis armes and conqueſts ; for then Sax/ and 
Crefſus, Abitophel and Alexander the Great 
bad been high in Gods book : but he, va” 
lues men only by their fpirituals, as ther 
graces of Faiths Humility, Patience, Meck- 
nefle, Qbedience, and the like: and where 
be finds theſe; ( how unfurniſhed foever 
they are otherwiſe, )) yet theſe are mine 
ſarth the Lord; and in that day wher 
I fall make up my Jewels, I will ſpare 
them, even as a Father doth his Soume; 
and then (hall ye diſcern between the Yigh= 
teons and the wicked, betwixt him that 
jearcth God and. him that feareth bin 
Pg 


Indeed God may fometimes permit Pa 
vill to proſper in the world, but neyer ap- 
proye of it: for fo acknowledges the Few- 
iþ Church, Lament. 2, 35, To tarn'\- 
fas the right of a man before the face" of 


the moſt High, or to fubvert 8 w_— 
is 


- fo his approbation, is a groſſe Non ſequi- 55. 3 


"at our hands to be made a Pack-horſe at 


| dens, and were ( as David ſpeaks ) {uch PC.1, 


ſpring, 


blaſphemy(ſayes one) Sy Franc, Bacon E/- 
1.for the Devill to per- 
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hi cauſes the Lord approves it not. And 
therefore to argue from Gods permiffion Pr.1. 


o9 


*r may more, a laying our iniquity on 


Gods backs as if he would take ic well 
every turn 'to bear all our execrable bur- 


2 one as our ſelves, to favour eyil cour- 59: 
fes, or elſe to own them as his of 


Which made D4o- 
apſius the elder con- W __ part mags 


clude .Sacritedge to its immortalibus de® * 
be no finne, when he Fur Sarrilegis. Vaker, 

had rod'd che Tem. M50 eh 

ple at Locri, becauſe 

the Gods ſeem'd ( as it were ) to caile up- 

on the ation, in giving thera fair Winds 

and -Weather, bath in their yoiage thither 

and return back again, © 


Bir,as it was a great 
[4) 3. 


ſanate God, when he 
| would 
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would be fimilrs Altiſſimo; ſo is it greatet 

to make God perſonate the Devil. And 

yet this he doth, thar 

makes God patronize 

Proſperum ſtelus vir= his evil, becauſe he 

is Here, fas Sen, Irag, proſpers in it;for this 

ph brings in God ſaying, 

That he will be like 

the Prince of Darkneſſe, and makes the 

Holy Ghoſt to leave his Dove-like- ſhape» 

and come only to us in the form of a 
greely Rayen or Vultur, 


2. As our proſpering in worldly things 
{wells us up too high with an opinion of 
our own Goodnefle, and makes us think 
better of our ſelves then is meet; fo 
alſo doth it on the other Gde lift us up too 
farre with thoughts of evil towards our 
brethren, and inake us think worſe of them, 
and the aye S of God they walk in, then 

» we ſhould, by char” 
ging them as utterly 
er een ts deſerted of Godbe- 
cauſe we ſee not now! 
the 'fame hedge of 

Gods fayour about them as heretofore we 
dids 


aT reatiſe of Viciſſurnde, 
did, but the ſtakes that then prop'd them 
up, are now thrown away as ulelefle and 
unſerviceable. Whereas Aﬀlictions on this 
hand are every way as temporary and 
tranſient, as Proſperity was on. the other ; 
and being ſo, muſt needs be as a broken” 
reed, or a reed of e/fZgypt , wherewith we 
cannot exactly meaſure Gods Temple , 
nor the ſpirituall eſtate of his Children, 


It was a hard ſtumbling-block to the 


Prophet David for a time, when he fſayes 
that his feer were almoſt gone and his foot- 


ſteps had well-nigh ſlipt, upon - bis fight of 
the wickeds proſperity ; untill he weat in- 
to the SanAtuary of Gods Word, where 
he learnt to ſettle his wavering and dif- 


erultfull choughts * for there he ſaw that 
notwithſtanding his outward affliions, 


that God held him up under that fore 
temptation with his right hand, and would 
( in oppoſition to tranſitory goods, which are 


Paal. L 14.7 


VEE. 23, 


the proper bleſſings of the wicked, becauſe 
they have no others bur theſe to truſt unto) 


guide him with that which ſhould infti- 
nitely exceed them, to wit, his Counſell 
here, and his Glory hereafter, 


And it was the great queſtion ſo much 
agitated 


be Birch of 4 Dey, or, 
agitated berwixt Jeb -and: his Friends 7 
Whether - thoſe .dolefull changes that befell 
him were the cognizance of his infincerity 
to God, and of Gods disfayour to him 
upon it, yea. or ao, His Friends taking ad- 
vantage ' upon his preſem weaknefſe x& 
diftemper, maintain it Rrongly againſt him 
in the afhrmative, that they were : untill 
at length God himſelf ſteps in to the reſcue 
of the . weaker fide, 
and makes the conclu- 
—_—_—_— fion ( as all logicall 
bog. pag. 424. concluſions do ) to fol- 
low the weaker part, 
determining it for Job 
againſt bis Opponents in the negative ; 
and telling them, . that they ſpake 4iot of 
Job, nor of his proceedings towards him 
that which was tight. Job laft, yer. 7.” * 


| Seneca a Stoick Phi- 
Tn tibro Je provil, loſepher hath a fer 


— diſcourſe to this pim- 


pole, Car bows wiris 
mala eveniant, why the evils of this life 


molt commonly fall out to good men; 
and he concludes it tbus> That temperall 


| evils 


az = wm a &@ <> wn A & @AaA © ee & iN & Jt *%, AA 0 
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evils -are no fign- of 
Gods hatred to them. 
For, doſt thou think 
( ſayes he) that the 


Lacedemonians hated publice verberibus ad- 


theix Children, when 9s 7 Ne ef Lo 
26; they experimented [evitia; cenameneP.. 


| thei dilpoſxion to yir- 


we by ſtripes in publick ? No. So do we 
think Gods children in disfavour with him» 
becauſe he layes here fore blows upon theig 
bodies and eſtates by 
evil men, as his xods &0o Tamerlain the Scy- 
and {courges in it? _ _ 4 Fla- 
No; for we ſce and ao 
fcel many times{ſayes 
an experinentall patient of our own well ) 
the deep lines and trokes of Gods hand 
upon us, when &s we cannot by our $kill 
Fel Palmeftry decipher his meaning in it, 
no more then the Malreſes could by the 
viper upon Saint Pav/s hand judge of bvs , ,, 
candition to God-watd, 28. 4. 


For God ſometimes ( that we may 4or 
thus judge ) inverts humane order , and 


s out his dealings towards us in. the 
Gidary chanel his univerſall 


Sir L« dk. 


ences 
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dence, juſtice and equity» by __ he was 
ters here all alike, 


Indeed they may ſeem ( I grant) to-go 
counter to our apprehended rules of com- 
mon right : yer are they alwaies agreeing 
both with Gods ſ{ec:tet and revealed will 


though ( like the ſupne in its ſphear ) not 


perceptible to us, becauſe roo myſterious 


and dazzling : howeyer many pretend to 
interpret them by a blaze of fire lighted 
at the naturall pride of their own priyate 
ſpirits, and that dimme twilight of know- 
ledge which is in' them; whenas they are 
altogether in the dark to the true light of 


Gods word and works herein, 


And here take in 
Pia EpiQeti ſententis, the opimon alſo- of 
Non eſſe omnes Deo ex- Epiftetxes another Sto- 
oſor, qui aramnarum ick and Heathen mary 


varietate luflantur, ſed 
eſſe arcanas cauſes, ad which ' ſpeaks moſt 


guas paucorii poteft per- Chriftianly to © this 
venire curiefitas, Aul, "voint, namely » That 
—#" gi #, Art. ib.2. ll are not hated of 
God, who do wraſtle 
here with variety - of 


Miſeries : Va that there are with God good 
- cauſes 


| 


| 


a 


| theſe aRings of God may ſtand with his 


« Treatiſe of Viciſſandd. Ju. . 
cauſes of ity though fo ſecret that few can 


reach them, 


And therefore, albeit we cannot fee how 


cender Joye to his children» and ſo may 
conceive an il! opinion of them ; yet when 

we ſhall think ſeriouſly, that Gods thoughts ,,, .. , 
and wayes are not as ours, it will teach , 
Ws to give them a more fayourable inter- 
pretation, 


For how. dare hu- / WY- 
mane raſhnefle (ſayes * 6 bamate cems- 
Saint Bernard ) repre” men omnr 
hend that which it gpuceff! De Confid, hz» 
cannot comprehend 3 
in giving demonſtra- 
tivereaſon why world- WED 
ly proſperity fhould F-— roared 
be virtues Repdame, lib, 1, do curiad. magic, 
and not her naturall 
mother ! 


Bur ( to cloſe up this diſcourſe ) you ſee 
here” by what hath been ſaid, chat it is @ 
great etrrour ( howbeit now grown more 
then 'popular') to judge of perſons and 
cauſes by the eyencs,- whenas «!/ outward 
'3 F things 
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things ( ſayes Solomon) fall atihe to alh 
'  meither can.any judge 


Ecclefizſt, 
c 9, yer.1- See alſo Mat. 5, 45; of love or hatred by 


He makes bis ſus riſe hat is before him ; 
on the evil endon the Proſperity and Adver- 
g0d, &e, ficy being but ſepara- 

ble accidents te them, 
and no eſſentiall properties of them, be- 
cauſe they are grounded upon worldly things 
that have ſo looſe and mouldring a foun» 
dation, as that a man cannot tell con- 
cerning them what a. day may bring 


forth, Again 


2, As worldly -profperity ſwels us up 
with a high opinion of our own Good- 
neſie above others, ſo likewiſe of our own. | . 
Greatnefſe, And this makes us (light choſe F | 
that are undex-us's and deal hardly with | : 
themy ( as to.cemporall things, ) which we 
woult not dv, if we once confider'd the 
mutability of it, 


And therefore if at any time God ſhall 
give up unto us thoſe we conceit, our ene- 
thies, to be dealt with ( if we. will ). by 
at harſfhneffe-'and extremity ;. yer axe not | 
We then co trample. upon. them in the. pride | 
on T6 
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of our hearts, nor to adde more lot! to 
that which God hath already laid up6n 
them, but rather to 


; take off from it whar *4*_#6e virtue 
by we Cah, and to uſe yp + of a: fone fo 
[- them with all gentie- Bee wg of proſperity. 


ly eſſe ahd compaſſion, SF Francis Bacon, Ee 

- | wit all mildnefle and 7 

4 moderation, as confi- 

1» dering our jelvts, that we are not hert to 

L- live alwayes as Gods upon earth, the ſame 

Eg yeſterday, to day and for eyer: but what 
1s the bitter cup of their portion to Yay, may 
be oursto thorrow, 


d- - Tt ſpeaks our but a 
'n. | courſeandignoble ſpi- FI 
ſe | rity th ctow and in- ey age. wo $1 
th | Yult oyer theſe that ate Trif, lib. 3, eleg.5. 
Ve down. The very Hea. 
Ne | then thought ic ſo, who 
had enly che glimmerinz of nature to 
11 guide them ; much more ouplit we Chrilti- 
ans, whom the Apoſtle exhorts, that (our 
moderation may be known to all mmtn, That Philipp, 
as the Apoſtle . will haye his Corrmathiens + 5. 
to aſe the world with a tanquaims 45 if they. _ 


ag” it not ; {o mult they, ameng us, chat 7, 5 44 
| , EF 3 haye 
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have wealth, power and authority, to uſe 
them» as if they uſed them not: that fo 
when they. ſhall fail 
us, ( as they will ere 
Hewindgabnwils jog, fice the wind 
about uno the North; blows not alwayes 
3s whirleth about con- our of one and the 
Oonny: —— ow lame fayourable quar- 
the Preacher ) 4ccor- ter ) We may then be 
ding to bis circuits, Able to ſay withcom- 
ENS 7. 6. fort, That we neyer 
miſsimployed thoſe ta- 
lents of Gods outward favour to ms unto 
the preſſure and deſtruction of our bre- 
thren, but only to their relief and pre- 
ſeryation. 


The Prophet David, in his tenth Pſalm, 
ſpeaks of ſomes who-throwgh the pride of 
their countenance do not ſeck after God, 
neither ts God in all their thoughts, But 
their wayes are alwayes grievens; they 
puſſe at their enemies, and ſay in their 
hearts, they ſhall never be moved, noy be in 
Aaverſuy, 


And ſuch were the Babylonians, | who 


( befides their barbarous cruelcy to the 1[+ 
; raeliges 


il 
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ravlites under capti- 
vity ) added this a- The School-men ſay 
bove all, that they 117if0 is mortate peccd- 


. ng x in be Agent: 
ſcoff*d and jecr'd at —_ 1 am, it is m0r- 


chem in their miſe- cale ſupplicium in the 

ries, with Sing us Parienc z for Ego men pot, 
11 4num irridere me u 137 3. 
now one of the ſongs ſnam?( layes kein the h 
of Sion, Soalſo were comedy z ) ſ@#ius eſt 


the Edomites ver, 7. Mihi quouis exitio tn- 

terire, Terent. it Aur 

who cryed oyer Fla aria. 
2 


ruſalem in the day 
of her viſitation, Raſe 
it, raſe it even ts the foundations, 


And were we ſure that the ſun of our 
earthly Happineſſe would alwayes ſtand 
Rill 'in this our Gibcony, it may be we 
might take liberty co do the like » and 
think we did well in it too. But when 
as we come to conſider ſeriouſly » that 
there is no Solſtice here upon earth, but 
ſo ſoon as the Sun is come to his furtheſt 
Summer-point in our Horizon, it 1s then 
preſently verticall > and turning again to 
make Winter-weather with us, how will 
this aſlwage that ſwelling of pride that is 
within 'us, and make us humble ? 


F 3 To 
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cet To this purpoſe there 
Ruchalc, chrone!. pag. mba MEmoranic ithh- 
=_ " #S* ry of Caganus King 
of the Huns > unto 
whom Theadorus Me- 
djous being (ent in anembaſſy from Manris 
tis the Emwperoug, to divert thoſe {warms 
of peaple wherewith Carauns at that time 
threatned to ſtorm the Empire, he apply'd 
himſelf to him in theſe 
Vid. Herodot, bil, words; Andi, Caga- 
ne, mtiters narratio- 
em Sefoftris, c&#c. Hears fayes he to Ca- 
Lanusz a profitable narrative of Seſoſtres 
King of «/£2ypt» who being hfted up too 
high with his great Succeſſes againft his 
encries, cauſ'd four Kings taken priſoners 
to draw his triumphall Chamiot, wherein 
one of them look'd back with imiles to the 
wheel of the Chariot, and being demanded 
' his reaſom for it » anſwered 3 That he 
F {miled to fee the ſpoak - of the; wheel 
' now at the top, to be prefently at the 
& bottome;and again that which isnow atthe 
« bottame, to be by and by at the top, The 
very hearing whereof did fo mallifie, and 
keep down the haughty- princes fpiriz, that 
ic 
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it drew him a little to forbear his a&s of 
hoſility againſt the Emperour, 


And from this to- | | 
pick alſo of yolubiliry, dew Gvifiar, it. 5. 
did Creſns draw an 
argument to diflwade 
Cxrus from his intended inrode into Scy- 
thia, For if thou didſt lead ( fayes he) an 
immortall army, then is there no need for 
thee co ask my advice in it ; but if thon 
doft acknowledge thy ſelf a man, and a 
leader of morals, then think that there is 
2 wheel of humane affairs that turns about 
continually, and ſuffers nothing here below 
to ſtand long upon the ſame bottom. 


© Bur this advice of £ rſs took no place 


with Cyras : If it had, he would have 
kepr himſelf ( as the Tortoiſe doth) intra 


teſtudinem, within his own ſhell , within 
his own dominions, and not have cauſe- 
teflely uſurp'd upon the rightfull poſſeſſions 
of others to his own deſtruction; for 'tce 
the iſſue and event of it, 


Eyen that God who is infinite in his 
Wiſdomes and terrible in his Power and Ju- 
F 4 ſtices 


Pſal. 


Proy, 
33, Fo 


138.6, 


Alios in cladem meri- 
1489 pr ecipitavit indig- 
ne 4ubta ſalicites.Boet, 
de Conſol. philos. l, 4. 


prof. 6. 
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Rice, He that refifts the: proud, and looks 


ar's 


upon them afarre off;' 
He ( Ilay ) made the 
pride of Cyrus ſerve 
as a inare to take him: 
ſelf in, and to: work 
his ruine :. for: he was 
no ſooner entred- Sey- 


thia, but he found by ſad experience how 
unconttant the world was, not looking now 
upon him with that ſnuling aſpeR it did 
before ; but the wind was now in another 
quarter» and ( as the, Wiſe man fayes of 
Riches, that they make themſelves wings and 
fly away, )ſo did his former proſperity be- 


Conſule Juſtin, bif, 
lib, t, 


rake her- ſelf now ta 
her wingsa0d flew a- 
way, his whole atmy 
being quite defeated, 
and himſelf ſlain by 


Tomyris Queen of Scythia. 


A good example to make the ſecure 
wretch look about him, and to pull _ 
the high looks of the proud. 


And therefore when ever any. fluſhing 
of pride begins to riſe within. thee, and 


co 
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lence; and oppreſſien of others, then think 
thou heareſt ſome Monitor calling unto 
thee, as King Philip's Page did to him, 


Memento te eſſe mortalem, remember that, Cure. 


thou arc morcall : ſo, remember that thoy 
art- changeable as well as others, and 
this will be an excellent mcans to keep 
tin, 


>, For tell me, would Cyr#5, think you, 
have. invaded Scythia, had he thought ſo 
ſad a fate would have attended him in it ? 
Or would Pharash have oppreſs*d the [/- 
raclites ſo much, had he thought that God 


would haye cumbled him up and down to wk 


-much as he did, from one plagueto anocher, *' 
and at laſt made the ſea his champion to 
reyenge their injuries upon hin? 

Or would Joſeph's brethren have perſe- 
cuted him as they did, it they had thought 
he ſhould afterwards have been lord over 
them ? 


Or the Guleadites have expelled Jephtha, Judg. 
had they known he would have been ſuch ®t+** 


2 ſhelter againſt a Rorm, and of ſuch uſe 
unto them againſt the Ammonites? 

.* Or (to ſay no more) would Darins 
2VCc 


to bud forth; as it is in Ezekvzel, into vio- _ 


$2 
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Q Cs. haye call'd Alexarder Philip's boy in des 


rifion of him, bad he known that he ſhould 
haye been conquered by him ? 


No; Little do proud men think that the 
water which is now in the float, will prer 
ſently be in the ebbe; and that the ſpoak of 
the wheel which is now at the top, may 
quickly be at the bottome : and then he 
that is the greateſt now among us, may 
come (how ſoon he knows not) to ſtand 
in need of the meaneſt creature whom he 
now deſpilſes. 


It is wiſdome then 

for every Chriſtian, 

_— — whienas he is at the 
ſacunds turgida wvels, top ofthe wheel, and 
Hor, carm, þ, 2, 96,19, may lord it oyer thoſe 
that are beneath, yet 

not to overlook them with a ſcornfull eye, 
but to let down his ſpirit; and ( as the A- 
poſtle exhorts us ) to condeſcend to men of 
low degree: For one ſcale is not alwayes 
in depreflion, N6;This were durd infelicit avs 
a very hard atid high meaſure of infelicity. 


Neither js the other alwayes in derail : 
This were felicitas miſeranda; a ha 
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io be pitied, Bur che akernate wave of the 
beam keeps them both in aw» and efpe- 
cially the proud perfon, who ſeems unts 
me as 2 bird tied tg a ſtring, which if i 


fly too high, the hand draws in the firing 
and puls ir down again. And fo if we 


(hall ler out our ſpirits too high with 
prid2 , God hath then a line of viciſſ- 
tade in his hand to pull us jn at his plea 


ſure, 


The Prophet David faid in his proſperi- 
ty, that he ſhould never be moyed, his 
mountain was made ſo ſtrong ; yet God 
did bur hide his face from him a little, and 
he was troubled, 


+ Nawrally then we 


Are. tao apt to. know #6 ſecrende nax Habens 
: modum. Sc, 
no meaſure in a figh 7 Ogdip. ” 


fortune; but ( as a 
perſon of Honour and =_ _ C, in bis 54 
Piety ig, this nation ; 

laid ) Albough iathe 

hear of ſummer we caſily believe there will 
came afrer ig. a cald ſeafon © of froſt and 
ſnow: yet aur we fo Rupid as in Profpe- 
rity. not to conſider of Adverſity» though 
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the ofie be as ſucceſſive as the other, And this 
makes us toexak our ſelves ſo much above 
all that is called God, That as it is obſer- 
vable touching the book of Eſther ( which 

is nothing elſe but a Neclaration of a&s 


e done in reference to the Greatneſſe, Pow® 


er and Glory of Ahaſuerus the Perſian 
Monarch» asto che principall inftrument of 
them ) that in that whole book the name 
of God is not ſo much as mentioned at 
all : So doth it alſo commonly fall out, that 
while we are here in the ruffe of our worldly 
Glory and Proſperity, we ſeldome or never 
ſpeak of God, and as ſeldome think . of 
him, but ſet our ſelyes up in his room, as 
Nebuchadnez.zar did, who ſpake too big, 
and too much of himſelf, ſaying, 1s ot 
this great Babel that I have built for the 
Dan,4.30, houſe of my Kingdome, by the might of 
my power, and for the honour of my ma- 
jeſty t As the fly faid 

in the Apologue when 


Dutm mignem vim 
pulveris excitavi ! Xs 


lop, feb. peg, 63. 


it was got up to the 
cop of the wheel, See 
what a' duſt T make! 
So, {ce what a duſt 


makes 
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makes this poor Worm , what a Myng 
there is with him ia the height of his pride! 
nothing but »»y Kingdome, »»y Power, and 
my Majelty : but as | 
far God, Ne gry qui- 
» | dem, There is not a 
| word of him; He is 
F | not in all his choughts, 


Ke And therefore how ſoon the houſe of 
his Kingdome fell upon his head, yea how 
ſhont-liyv'd the might of his power was, 
YT | and the honour of his majeſty, you may 
ſee by the next verſe, where it is ſaid, 
ft That while the word was in the Kings 
mouth, there fell a yoice from heaven ſay- 
> ing, O Nebuchadnezzar, to. thee be it 
| ſpoken, Thy Kingdome is departed from 
thee. 


Eraſm, Adag,pag.6 74. 


'» The world then may well be compared 
dj to the ſea of glafſe which Saint Jobs 
n | ſaw in his viſion, Re- 
e velat, 4+ 6-and there 


& || be alfo, that from the GO ſched 
x" | reſemblance of the | 


4 | one to the other, interpret it thus, For 


Firſt, 


33 T ht Birth of x Day, Of 
Firſt, Ir reſembles the ſes cicher for its 


ebbing and flowing : or elſe for the ſud- 


Nun: flrato aquore 
blanditur mare :; nunc 
flatibus inborreſcit. 

Boer. de Copſlat, Phi» 
loſoph. lib. 2. prof. 2. 


dain change of it 2 for 
how ſoon is the fitee 
of the ſed altr'd> In 
one . and <the ſame 
hour ( it may be ) thou 
mayelt fee her ſmiling 
upon thy veſlel, and 


frowtiing too; playing with it, and ſwal- 


Seo. de tranquill. 4111- 
»*;, Eodem diequo 1ibi 


luſer ant navi 
bent. wg 


lowing it up, No 
izitur ( (ayes the Mo- 
raliſt) trangnillitati ts 
jus credere. i, ee Do 
not therefore trult tog 
mach to het ſmooth 


and calm lookst in hoc enim momento ma- 
Fe evertitar, for in 6nE mormett deth fhe 
appear wrinkled with billowes, and turns 
about from a calm unto a ſtorm. 


We ſay therefore of claſs 
uſually, that it flags in 
barms ws ws «nd =_ 
melancholy porfolli 
conceited their bodjes to 


Secottdly, Is tefem: 
bles' alfo glaflt, ard 
that either for 'irs brit 
flenefſe , becauſe no? 
thing is ſoontf bros 
ken : 6r elle for 46 


flip- 


0 ÞB-- 


Ge 
2, 
Ad 


\ | be of « glaſh ſubſance, 
l and would not let any 
Rt | an % _ for 
\ | fear of breaking, See 
F fe, Melancholy. 


4 Treatiſe of Viciſſuade, 


{lipperinefle , becauſe 
he chat walks upore 
glaſle can haye n@ 
{ure footing; and there- 
fore for any man to 
preſume upon the Rea- 


2 es 

» | dineſſe of ic mult needs be yery dan- 

i | $<r0us. 

” | That as the ancient 

| GodwinRaw, Amiq.ib, Romans uſed to diſtin- 
2.$. 3, eap.1,& Eraſw, guilh their dayes into 

0} Adag. pag. nos. Dies atbi and Dies a= 

ea 


tri» white and black 
o dayes: ſo doth God, 
and there is no man but hath the later of 
theſe as well as the former, his black as 
well as his, whice dayes, 


Oh the madneffe then of wicked men, 
who are alyayes plotcing againſt the righ- 
teous, and gnafhing upon them with their 
WI Feeth! Ar ridebir Dens, ſayes David, But ru. 
God ſhall laugh at them for it : and he**** 
78 gives this reaſon yerſ, 13+ becauſe he ſees 
fl that their dh, is coming, i. 6, he fees 


clearly that their black and diſmall day is 
16] coming upon them, though themſclyes will 
; nor 


Hſe 3, 


The Birth of 4 Day, or, 
not ſee it through the pride and ſecurity 
of their ſpirits; yea, and he knows alſo 
punctually when it will be : though we 
know it not, for though 'to day may- be 
fair and ſhining; yet may to morrow be 
dark and tempeſtuous with them; Since we 
know not what a day may bring forth;/©" 


Laſt of all( becauſe I am loth that my 
ſun ſhould ſer in a cloud; ) The conhide.. 
ration of this point 


may ſerve as a good an- 


ik — * tidote againſt deſpair 
cho flare ſortunam, Sen. in 2n afflicted condi- 


Thyc#, reg. 2. tion; oras a cordiall to 
ſtay up our ſpitirs in the 
ſaddeſt and moſt di- 
ſtreſſed times, and to teach us patience and 
contentedneſfle in them : that ſo as in proſpe- 


| rity we ſhould not ſay, we ſhall neyer be 


moyed, ſo neither ig adyerfity that we ſhall 
never be deliver'd ; when we ſhall conſt- 
der, that what weight 


Non # male wine, ® of Aliition. ſocver 
vlim fic erit, Horat. 
lib,z. ode 10, | we ly gnder, is not 


of a continuant , bur 
of a changeable nature. And to. this nd 
D 


a Treatiſe of Viciſſitade- 
we haye the fure (aff of Gods promiſe 
unto his children to lean upon, as in the 
centh © chapter to the Hebrews, where he 
ayes thus, Tet a /ittle 
while, or rather as it 
runs: in the Greek, yet 
how very very little 
whiles ( with a dou- 
ble diminutive ) 4»d he that (ball come, will 
comes and will not tarry, Andin the pre- 
cedent yerſe he tells them, they have need 

of patience, that they may receive this 
promiſe, And in the twelfth chapter tothe 
Hebrews the Apoſtle takes up an exhor- 
tation to it from the Wiſe man , and proy. 
makes a conſolatory uſe. of ut to his He- 3*** 
brews, withall taking them to taske for 
their ' forgerfulneſle of it; And ye bave fore, 
Lotten the exhortation which ſpeaks nnto 12. 5. 
you; as unto children : My ſonne, deſpiſe not 
thou the chaſtening of 

"| the Lord,nor faint, or ; 

benot broken in mind, he Dong frangiter 3 

tf (as otherstranſlate it) 

Ch when thor art rebuked 

of bim,- For 'we had ,0 aye he) the fa 


\$hers' of our fleſh, who verily chaſtened us 
Þy G » 


Mixgay Gow Gowy, Heb, 
10,37, 


ll 
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| Rotim mean volubili 
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Bs few dayes after their own pleaſure, and. 


we were patient under their rod, and. gave 
them reverence, but God a few daycs only, 
for our profit. Shall we not then be much 
rather in ſubjeition to him who is the fas 
ther of ſpirits, and live? | 


Thus when Boetins, that Chriſtian Con- 
ſul and Manyr at Rowe, was wrongfully 
deprived by Theodericas of his Honouss, 
Eſtate and Liberty, Philolophy brings in 
what we call Gods provideace> combort- 
ing him in theſe words 3 

I twrn. about my 
wheel concnually; and 


ihe (emper *crfs, y. - delight rommble thibgs 


fomis mn upfide dow why them 
yo Duid i +24 | doth. thy hear; ſhrink 
Mio - c cis, &t. within thee, whew as 
Boer.de Conſcl. lib. 2. this changeablenefle 
prof. 2. of mine. .i$+ cauſe. &+ 
nough for thee ts hope 


for better things 2 


And ſo alſo, when many of ou brehupa ” | 
were heretofore in exile fer-thoit Religion | 
m m Queen. Maries viyes, what (Þ TH | 
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did that Jewel! of our 

Church comfort chem In Juelli vits, 

»; | with, but only this, 

h Heac non durabunt , atatew Theſe will 

be not endure an Age? as indeed you know 
they did not, her reign being not full out 
fix years time, 


y And. with the ſame conſideration allo 
s, | ſhould we cheare up our ſelves now un» 
in | der that black cloud 

19 that hangs over the 

Churchs that ir will Aon /erner imoreums 
ngt endure an Age, is 2705, Hor, fob, + 
but be as Ephraim's 9 9 
righteouſneſle was, c- 

ven like the mozning cloud, or as the tar« 
ly dew that paſles away, 


To this end, it will not be amiſle to nete, 
how the afflitions of Gods people- in the 
Seripturey ate run out not by any long tract 
of tive, as by an Agc> Years Monch» 
Week or the like; but by the ſhoneſt 
meaſures that can be, as by a Day*® 
now a. Day ( you' know ) holds not longs. 
bys is quickly gone, even. as x flying, birds 
dr a poaſt thar rucperh [ by. And th good 


CZ Om 


Hoſ, 6, 4+ 
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Hexzekiah calls the time of Sennacheribs 


rage againſt Judah, a Day of trouble» 
Iſa, 37. verſe 3, 


Or if this be not enough , you haye them 
then contracted within a leſter room, and 
meaſur'd only by a Night, which is. no 
more but the dark fide of a naturall day» 
and therefore is a great deal ſhorter. And 
this made | the Prophet David ſay, Pſa. 
30, yerſ. 5. That heavineſſe may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
The time then that heavinefle ſhall endure 
to the. Godly can be but a Night at the 
longeſt, but whether it ſhall be fo long or 
no, the Prophet is very uncertain and uns» 
ſatisfied, for which cauſe he expreſles it 
here with a May be, Heavineſſe ma) 
endure for a night. 


Bur if this expreflion be net full enoug! 
to ſet forth the brevity of them, our Sa- 
viogr doth it then by an Hour, which 13 
ſhorter yet, and but the four and twentieth 
part of a naturall "Day ; for ſo he calls 
the time of his perſecution by the High 
Priefts and Elders of the people, Their howr, 

' and 


(L 
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and the power of Darkneſſe, Luk, 22, 53« 


Or, if this be yet too long a ſpace to ſet 
forth the brevity of their affliftions, and 
to give a through Comfort to Gods peo- 
ple, their little continuance is then expreſs'd 
by a Moment, which 1 am ſure is ſhort 
enough; ſo you have it Iſa, 54. verl. 7,For 
4 [mall moment ( fayes God to his Chwcch) 
have I forſaken thee, but with great mer- 
cy will I gather thee: And again verl. $. 
In a little wrath I hid. my face from thee 
for a moment, but with everlaſting kind- 
neſſe will I bave mercy upon thee, 


Or laſt of all, if any time can be ſhort- 
er then this ic muſt then be the preſent 
time; yet ſuch are the ſufferings of Gods 
children, in Saint Pauls account, but the 
Sufferings of the preſent time, Rom, $, 18. 
and a ſhortertime then 
> there cannot be. OG ee 

or as the French our Lewis the thirteenth, 
neighbours are ſaid to 
be for their inconh- 
derateneſſe, Animalia fine preterito & futw 
roy Creatures: that haye reſpe& neither to 


-time paſt nor time to come: ſo may we lay 


G 2 
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of the prefenc rimes That it is as ſhort 6 
meaſure as can poſſibly be imagined, haying 
in it nothing <cicher of cinie paſt or futute, the 
firſt of the two being dead already, and 
the later of thei being not yet born unto 
us, And yet we ſee here for all this that 
Saint Pax/, when he had caft up the ac- 
coutnt of all which he ſuffered in the 
cauſe of Chrilt, how he reckons and con- 
cludes it to be only the ſuffering of the 
preſent titties atid tot worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory chat ſhall be re- 
yealed. . | 


He that.obſerves the wind ( ſayes 8olo- 


C, 11, wy 4r 90 ) ſhall never ſows aud he thut obſerves 


the clhuds ſhall never reap, Such are- our 
Troubles, ſuch our Afidtions, which al- 
though they blow Rrong agzinſt us, yet 
like ſome high and mighty. wind they 
will not hold; yea though they. fall upon 
tis as thitk 4s hail, yet are they- not {6 
fix'd for ever, but a chafige ſhall "come. 
which ſhould make . us in any: temptacioh 
to. deſpair and difttuſt of Gdds ptovidence» 
ehrek and chide. our ſpirits; as the ;propber 
Gund) 4id his -vinb that objurgations(yhixh 


for 
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for the remarkablenefle of it is thrice re- 
peated, inthe two and fourneth and three 

and fourtiech Pfaltiis 3 ) Why art thow caſt Pla. 42. 
down, O'my ſoul? and nby art thou diſ- a 
quieted within me ?' Still hope in God ; for _ 4 
F ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the heatth of TY 
my connrenance and my God, 


Seafrger tells us of one Palavicine an In lib. 18. 
Italian, and kinſman of .hissthat had in one fubcil- 
hight his hair metamorphoſed- from black 
to white: And I apply it thus, That al- 
chough "now Gods people may +, as the 
Iſraelites did, among the pots, { to ule the 
Prophers words, ) and be like ſome Scullion wir = 
ſullied and black'd with che burning coals 
of Affliction; yet may one day of :Gods 
fayonr to us work a great alteration with 
us, aud pur ſuch a candy of Proſperity 


upon us,- as that we hall bes as ic 1s there 


verſ, 14. eyen 4s white as the ſnow in 


Salmon, 


"And therefore, as fobs reſolution was, , , 
fo wait all the dayes of his appointed time, veiſ. 14. 
wmill his change ſhou!d come; ſo (ſhould 


evtty good man wait upon God all the 


dayes that he hall be pleaſed to lay trou- 
J” G 4 ble 
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ble upon him 9  whe«s 

Accevimus peritura ther immediately by 
penn qua quert  higpſelf,, or elſe me- 
ti ſumus, Sen, tb, de ately by the. hands 
provid, c. 6. of eyil men as his in- 
| ſtruments mn it; as 

knowing that it is ap- 

pointed but for a little while, at the moſt 
but a bidunm or a triduum, and then 2 
change ſhall come» and bring him delive- 


rance from it, 


For in mount Sion and in Jeruſalem 

2.3% there ſhall be deliverancey as the Lord hath 

ſaid: neither (hall the rod of the ungod- 

135. 3- ty abwayes lye upon the back, of the righ+ 
teous; but aftcy two dayes he- will revive 

| #5y\ and the third day we (hall live in his 
frabr. 


Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſs'd about, 

Heb, zz. ( as the Authour to the Hebrews ſpeaks ) 
4.2.3. w;th ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, let us run 
on with patience the race that is ſet before us3 

looking unto Jeſus the beginner and finiſher 

of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet 

before him, endured the croſſe and deſpi- 


ſed the ſhame. Tea let us conſider him that 
i, 
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endured ſuch contradiftions of ſinners, thaz 


ſo we may not be faint and weary. 


And now Comfort Jeruſalem ( ſaith my 16 4s; 
God) yea-comfort her at the very heart, *> ** 
and tell her that her ſinnes are pardoned, 
and- her warfare is accompliſhed. For the 
Lord knows, (ayes Saint Peter » how to,p,,,, 
deliver the godly our of temptation, and. to 
make a way for them to eſcape: That as 
the ſufferings of Chriſt in them do abound) 
ſo hath God many wayes to make their * 
conſolations abound alſo, If the Devil and 
his Engineers have Mille nocend; artes, a 
thouſand wayes' to hurt and deſtroy them) 
God will either find or make as many 
Wayes to preſerve them: whereof ſome 
he will have to be more ſecret and under 
ground, others again more open and ob- 
yious to the eyes of the world; as either 
by reſtraining the fury and malice of their 
perſecutours, and Ropping their mouthes, 
that they ſhall not hurt them, as He did 
the mouthes of the Lions from huning Da- 
niel; or elſe by taking them off by his de- 
Rroying hand of judgement in the full car- 
reer of their pride, as he did Pharaoh, An- 


tioehss, 


«4 


2 Cor,l.f; 


| The Bmrth of a Day or, 
riochns, Herod, Agrippa, Falian the Apo- 
ſtate, and many ſuch like; or if none ot 
theſe wayes yet by ingratiating them, and 
gfving chem fayour in the fight of their g- 
nemies» as he didthe I '[razlites in the ey2s 
of the. e/E2yptians. As vy 

And «s God knows how to deliver-tht 
godly, ſo allo wher to doit; and a great 
.:. heal ſooner it may be then they ex- 
\.- pe, even within the ſpaceand 
uuning abour of one day: 
Since none of us kaow 

what aday may 

bring fonh, 


Trim-uni Deo Gloria, 


, | 
a; 
- 


however earthly things may like 


Aſprratio. 


mighty God , who ru- 
left the Sea of this World 
by thy power , & whoſe 
_ are in the rougheſt waters ; 

the aoworthieft of all thy 
ſeryants-commir our frail Barks, 
with all chat we have to the 


fteerage of thee our grear Pilor, 8 


fairhfull Preſerver : beſeeching 
thee ſo to order by thy good 
hand of Providence all ourward 
comingenciesro us,that we may 
be able to beare up chrongh chem 
with a ſteady and even cowr/e, a- 
painſt rhe ſeverall forms we ſhall 
meet within this paſſage to our 
bleſſed Harbour of Etermity. And 


Wbd- 


4 "_ 


\._ watery Billows be every day row- 
ling up & down in their viciſsirudes 
about us, yer ſuffer, oh ſuffer nor 
the heavenly truth of ourReform- 
edReligion to flote aboutany lot 
ger ſo-uncertainly among us, not 
our ſelves to be as children toſs'd 
to and fro with every wind- of 
Dottrine- Burlet us be conftanc 
and unwavering in the profel- 
fior of that holy faith we-have 
received ; and ( Thou that art 
the God of Truth) be graciouſly 
pleaſed to: ftay us up firmly in it 
by the ſacred S-riptures, which 
arethy word of Truth , and' the 
fole Anchor: of our -faith to. reſt 
upon. -Lord;; ;pullinthe ſailes of 
our deſires\ towards flecting and 
traolicorv. ſubſtances : for who 
will caſt hiscycs upon tnag which 

@ ' hath 
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_ thy ſpiritualls of Patience, Faith 


hath wings to flee away as-an 

Eagle towards heaven.Ballaſt our 
ſpirits with Huauility in a pro- 
ſperous condition; and when 
we 'have the higheſt and. moſt 
pleaſing gale of the worlds fa- 
your for us , give us to ſtrike our 
ſpreading ſailes of Pride, and to 
make our Lenity and Modera- 
tion to be known toall meno, lor 
the Lotd is nigh ac hand. Bur if 
thou in thy jult judgement a- 
gainſt us for our manifold and 
hainous fins , ſhalt cauſe ſome 
croſs wind or other to blow upon 
us , and give us over to ſhipwrack 
in our temporalls ; Supply then, 
we entreat thee, their want with 


and other ſuffering graces, That 
although the tempeit be never {o 
boiſte- 


boiſterous without , yet we may 
enjoy withina Chriſtian calmneſs 
of ſpirit,in a nappy quierude and 
contentedneſs of mind with all 
thy dealings towards us, and not 
ſer down our reſts upon the 
creature, which is ſo reſtleſs with 
us, bur amidft the ſundry and 
various changes of the world, 
may there fix. our hearts, where 
only truce and unchangeable joys 
are to be found, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 


Trin-a6;Deo Gloria, © 
pv Op 
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